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concealed. He stated that it appeared in the other | 
House, that the then chairman of the Committee | 
on Ways and Means, the present Speaker of the | 
House, told two members from Tennessee, that 

the President did wish the appropriation; but that | 
they need not say anything about it. He had not 

respect enough for any one member of either |, 
branch of Congress to feel bound to believe any | 
statement as to what wasthe Executive will. Mr. 

W. objected to the undefined character of the three 

million amendment. He was led to conclude that || 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Re- | 
lations had not offered the amendment as chairman 
of that committee, but on his own responsibility | 
as a Representative of his constituents. 

But it was said, thatif the publication in the | 
papers of the 28th of February was read by some 
of the members, it would be naturally asubject of 
conversation, and the notice of the intention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
would reach us in that way. He could notspeak || 
for others, but as for himself he knew nothing of || 
it. He had adegree of confidence in the Executive | 
from his youth up that he never had in any other. 
He had that confidence in him then, and knowing | 
he was never disposed to shun any duty, he (Mr. 
W.) expressed his belief at the time that he 
thought the President did not want it. Suppose 
his predecessor had recommended such an appro- || 
priation—I put it to those with whom I have been 
in the habit of acting, whether they would not 
have rebelled against it. He belonged to that 
school which goes for specific appropriations— 
and had believed that was the settled republican 
doctrine from the time of Jefferson down, and it 
waseven to be found in the message of the pres- 
ent Chief Magistrate. 

He said the application of a specific sum to a 
given object was a specific appropriation, and 
adverted to appropriations under former Adminis- 
trations as being of that character; the dangerous 
tendency of the precedent of making undefined 
(i a yam was such as ought to put them on 
their guard. He voted against it then, and he 
would now vote against a similarone. This bill 
was lost, and the public had sustained an injury; 
but the fault did not lie at the door of those with 
whom he voted, and he went at some length into 
a history of the progress of the bill, to show that | 
the whole blame belonged to the House of Rep- | 
resentatives. The committee of conference, after 
the vote of disagreement, ought to have brought | 
the papers back. If they had done so, it might 
have produced a different result. Mr. W.referred 
to the Manual, to show that it was their duty to 
do so. But they had left the papers on the table 
in the conference room. The different branches 
were entitled to alternative votes on the bill, and 
each branch should keep the other informed of 
their action upon it. Sometimes men had not 
their wits about them, as well after dinner as be- 
fore. He would not say what was the cause of 
it, but from some cause the committee of the other 
House had neglected their duty. He recurred to 
the action of Congress on the bill, for the relief 
of Mr. Monroe, in 1825-’26, to illustrate his posi- 
tion in regard tothe duty of the committee of 
conference. ‘The Senate had given the last vote, 
and had voted a committee of conference whose 
duty it was to take the papers to the other House; 
and if the papers had been taken there, they 
would have had it in their power to have saved 
the bill, and if the papers had been brought back 
to the Senate, they might have reconsidered their 
vote. Here was another branch of the subject 
that might be more fully discussed than it had 
been. fter the bill was returned to the House, 
a vote was taken on the resolution in favor of R. 
P. Letcher, and no quorum, and the lateness of 
the hour was the ground alleged why the House 
did not act on the report of the committee. He || 
referred to the vote on Mr. Johnson’s resolution 
in the House, to show that there was a quorum, 
after the committee of conference had had their 
conference. How did that committee know there 


10 


was no quorum? On the Journal, it appeared 
‘that, on the vote ona resolution offered by Mr. 
Johnson, there was very nearly a quorum, which 
was very soon after. 

As to the idea that Congress was dead, or dis- 
solved on account of the hour of twelve having 
arrived, he thought the best evidence on that 


) 
Vireinia, (Mr. Leieu,} whose attention was di- 
rectly called to the subject. 
But if the constitutional term of Congress was 
expired at twelve o’clock, then the constitutional 
term of the President, for the four years for which 
he was elected, expired at that hour also. He 
| objected to no one’s opinion, founded on conscien- 
tious scruples. He respected the scruples of any 
' man, but he differed in opinion with some, as to 
what time on the 4th of March the term com- 
| menced; ascertain that point of time, and the mo- 
ment at which the two years elapsed from shat 
period, completed the term, and not before it. 
he First Chedweien, by resolution, met on the 
first Wednesday of March, which was then the 
| fourth day of the month, and did any body pre- 
tend to say that the First Congress met at mid- 
night? They met, probably, not before twelve 
at noon of the 4th of March, and if so, that was 
the time when the term runs out, and by estab- 


| days when the evening and the morning were the 
first day. Suppose the doctrine contended for be 


ordered to be executed for a violation of the laws 
of the United States, during the interim, under 
what authority would he be executed? There 
were no fractions of a day in law. 

The gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Hvssarp] had referred to the fact of a commit- 
tee of Congress reporting that the term for which 
members of Congress had been elected expired on 
the 4th day of March. But the question still re- 
curred, at what hour of the 4th of March? He 
| adverted to the practice of Congress in transacting 
business after midnight; and on one occasion he 
| recollected it was broad daylight before he left the 
Senate Chamber to go to his lodgings. He had 
no doubt that there were members enough in the 
lobby of the House at the time the committee of 
conference ought to have reported, together with 
those in their seats, to have made up a quorum. 
He would ask whether gentlemen would be in any 
| better humor to vote liberal appropriations when 
recrimination was resorted to and based upon 
matters that had been past? He alluded to the 
apparent pacific character of our relations with 

rance at and prior to the close of the last ses- 
sion. ‘There was nothing in those relations from 
which could be inferred the remotest necessity of 
| making preparations fora war; and he never gave 
| a vote with which he was better satisfied than the 
| vote rejecting the three million appropriation; 
and, in the language of a worthy and celebrated 
man who was now no more, he wished that vote 
could be written in the very center of heaven, in 
characters as bright as the sun. 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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| twice and committed. 





read twice and committed. 


twice and committed. 
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oint was the recollection of the gentleman from | 


lishing that time they brought back the good old | 


correct, it would then follow, that between twelve | 
|o’clock of the 3d of March and the time he is | 
| sworn in you have no President; and if a man is 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, from 
| the Committee on Public Lands, reported a bill 
| for the relief of James Baldridge; which was read 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, reported a 
bill for the relief of James L. Stokes; which was 


Mr. C., from the same committee, reported a 
|| bill for the relief of Daniel Bush; which was read 


Mr, BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
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tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Peter Dimick, of the State of New York; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of 
| Waysand Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
the president and directors of the Union Gold 
Mining Company; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Melanc- 
| thon Taylor Woolsey; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. J., from the same committee, reported a 
bill to reward the captors of the Tripolitan frigate, 
late the frigate Philadelphia; which was read 
twice and committed. ‘ 

Mr. J., from the same committee, reported a 
bill to change the title of certain officers of the 
Navy; which was read twice, and its further con- 
sideration postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. HOWELL, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill, providing that 
John Smith be placed on the list of invalid pen- 
sioners; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, from the 
Committee on Commerce, reported a bill for the 
relief of the representatives of Jacob Shoemaker, 
deceased; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill 
for the relief of Peter Cook, a soldier of the late 
war; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs and ean representatives of 
Garland Burnley, deceased; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Kincaid; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John W. 
Howard; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to exempt mer- 
chandise imported under certain circumstances 
from the operations of the act of 19th of May, 
1828, in alteration of the several acts imposing 
duties on imports; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
| fairs, reported a bill to provide compensation to 
| James Barron, for the use of his invention called 
the ventilator of ships; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. GRANTLAND, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Philip F. Voorhees; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill to increase the price of surveying the 
public lands in certain cases; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary Tucker. 

Mr. D., from the Committee on Public Lands, 
reported a bill for the relief of James M. Tuttle; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Wilbourne, Jr., and 
William Wilbourne; 

A bill for the relief of John Jeffers; and 

A bill to establish an additional land office in 
Louisiana. 

Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Joshua 
Pitcher; which was read twice and committed. 

Messrs. P. C. FULLER, TALIAFERRO, 
BANKS, and WHITTLESEY, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims; Mr. CRAMER, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs; Messrs. LAY, STO- 
RER, FRY, and LEA of Tennessee, from the 
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CUSHMAN and PEARCE of Rhode Island, 
from the Committee on Commerce; Messrs CA- 
SEY and CHAPMAN, from the Committee on 
Public Lands; Mr. HARRISON of Pennsylva- 
nia, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions; 
and Messrs. BEAUMONT, CHAPIN, and KIN- 
NARD, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made unfavorable reports upon various 
petitions; which were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, the 
proces dings ofa public meeting at St. Augustine, 
in relation to the depredations of the Indians, and 
several letters on the same subject, were referred 
to the Committee on Military Atfaurs, and ordered 
to be printed, 

SUSPENSION OF RULES. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to suspend the rules, 
80 as to permit the States to be called for resolu- 
tions referring matters of inquiry to committees, 
and calls upon the Departments for information. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the motion, by 
inciuding tlfe consideration of resolutions of a 
similar character upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. EVERETT accepted the amendment asa 
modification of his motion. The proposivon was 
uy then negatived, 

: Mr. PARKS made an ineffectual attempt to 
submit a resolution directing an inquiry into the 
situation of the Patent Office. 


LOSS OF THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution offered by Mr. Apams on 
I’riday last: 

Resolved, That so much of the message of the President 

- of the United States to Congress at the commencement of 
the present session as relates to the failure at the last session 
of Congress of the bill containing the ordinary appropriation 
for torufications, be referred to a select committee with in 
structions to inquire into, and report to the House, the 
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ie cause and circumstances of the failure of this bill. 

. Mr.CAMBRELENG said it was not his design 
to take up the time of the House with a lengthy 
$f inquiry into the grave question of who caused 
¥ the loss of the $3,000,000 appropriation, made 
last session by that House for the defense of the 
‘ country, nor would he be drawn from the true 
issue. ‘The true issue was, not who lost the 
5 fortification bill, but who defeated the $3,000,000 
Ba which that House had unanimously determined 
* to be necessary, in order to defend the country in 
‘e case ofassault. Mr. C.then entered into a minute 


etn Neti 


statement of the proceedings of the last Congress 
the last night of the session, in vindication of his 
own course from the charges brought against 
him. He pronounced the whole rumor respecting 
the Vice President and the Secretary of State to 


Ey eae 


F occasion to express the pleasure he had of being 
& authorized to state, that the narrative published 
& in the National Gazette, as he at first understood 
; it was, was not written by the Senator from 
: Massachusetts, [Mr. Wessrer.] 
To prove that the appropriation was not pro- 
posed without the kacwledee of Congress, Mr. | 
& C, referred to the President’s message, and to his | 
a own remarks delivered in the House and pub- 
i lished in the papers, before he moved it. He then 
i »roduced the original draft of the amendment in 
Lis own handwriting, which had variations upon 
it in the handwriting of Mr. Archer, of Virginia, 
S| a member of the last Congress. ‘The proceedings 


Ye of the Senate proved their determination to kill 
the appropriation altogether. 
from the House, the Senate, in no instance, 
adopted the usual forms of parliamentary courtesy. 
ee Instead of referring the amendment to a com- 
4 4 mittee, which was the ordinary rule, it was at 
once rejected; and on the second time of its being 


7 
wt < 
y re ' sent to them, they adhered to their own amend- 
| ment, and thereby effectually closed the door 
. against any concession on their own part. [The 
o report of the National Intelligencer was then read | 
from the Clerk's table, at Mr. C.’s request, as 


of conference had been appointed, the message 
had to be sent to the Senate, they had to act 
3 upon it, and Mr. C. and his colleagues had to 
wait in the House a short time till that was done; 
and during that time he voted upon the Cumbeg- 
land road bill; and it was on that bill that Mr. 
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Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; Messrs. | 


be false in every particular; and he took the |) 


When it was sent | 


containing sundry incidental matters omitted in | 
the Journal of the House.] After the committee | 
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Gitmer, of Georgia, refused to vote. It was, | 
therefore, past midnight when the committee || 
retired. Mr. C. then went through the proceed- || 
ings recorded on the Journal of the House, and || 
rt out sundry parts passed over by Mr. | 
ISE, 
Mr. PHILLIPS, of Massachusetts, referred || 
to the report in the Globe, which (he said) was, || 
in one particular, more correct than the House 
Journal; for the report of the conferees was not 
made by Mr. Lewis, as the Intelligencer reported, 
and Mr. Mercer pronounced the latter to be 
false. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said he did return to his 
seat with the intention of making the report of 
the committee of conferees; but it was distinctly | 
announced, both on the floor and from the Speak- 
er’s chair, that there was no quorum in the House. 
The Speaker counted the House, and could not 
count a quorum; and Mr. C. and Mr. Lewis, of 
Alabama, were appointed tellers to go round the 
| House and count it; and Mr. Lewis himself could 
not find a quorum. No one would accuse that 
gentleman of want of keenness; and if members 
had been standing about the Chair, or in the 
lobbies, he would have counted them, or have re- 
vorted the fact to the House; buteven Mr. Lewis 
tould not make a quorum. It was not in that 
House the bill died, but the death-blow was given | 
to it when the Senator from Massachusetts moved | 
that the Senate adhere to its own amendment; 
and its poor, miserable remains were brought to || 
the House by the committee of conferees. || 
Mr. C. said, to show what short memories dis- 
tinguished statesmen sometimes possessed, he 
could refer to a volume of precedents, ifnecessary. 
At the organization of this Government, it was || 
the uniform practice to put all the civil and diplo- | 
matic expenses into one line; and also all the ex- 
penses of the Army into one line, without the 
slightest specification whatever. He certainly ad- 
mired, in some respects, the modern practice; but 
he very much doubted whether the country saved | 
much by it, for, from two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, the appropriations had risen to three 
times as many millions. Mr. C. then cited a vast | 
number of acts of Congress appropriating large 
sums ef money, varying from half a million to 
/ one and two millionsand upwards, without desig- 
nation or specification, under the administrations || 
of General Washington, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Mun- | 
roe, &e. In 1794, $1,000,000 and upwards; in | 
| 1798, $250,000, and another in the same year | 
; amounting to $800,000, as well as a clause for || 
|| raising ten thousand men by the President, and || 


|| another item in the same year for $900,000; in || 
|| 1799, for $2,000,000; in 1803, during Mr. Jeffer- 
|| son’s administration, $2,000,000. Mr. C. also 
|| quoted many other cases of appropriation, placed, | 
| without specification, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, down to the year 
| 1812, all of which, some forty or fifty in num- | 
| ber, were analogous in form, in substance, lan- 
guage, and every particular, with the proposed 
$3,000,000 appropriation of the last session. After 
some further remarks, Mr. C. concluded by 
hoping that, in a crisis like the present, the legis- | 
lative bodies of the nation would not be driven 
into a petty, trifling controversy as to which lost 
this bill. He. himself, should have taken no part | 
in the discussion, if he had not been driven to it 
in self-defense. This was no time for the Amer- | 
ican Congress to be deliberating upon petty ques- 
tions, and upon a petty inquiry of this character. | 
There were great national objects in view. We | 
already had an Indian war; we were this moment 
threatened with a frontier war on our Mexican 
boundary; and a French fleet was known to be on 
the ocean ready to approach our shores. That 
country had exacted conditions which this coun- 
try never could, never would comply with; no, | 
not even if she were desolated with blood from 
Maine to Louisiana. ; 

(The foregoing brief sketch of Mr. Camsre- 
Lene’s remarks will be given in an extended 
form at a future day. 

Mr. Ri.ED said that the President was equall 
to blame in the loss of the appropriation bil. 
He charged the loss of it to him, and the majority 
of the House, who were friends of the President. 
The message of the President of the Ist Decem- 
' ber, 1835, was a declaration of war itself. If that '' 
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| tration men voted to strike it out. 
| strange conduct in gentlemen who were so de- 
| sirous that the country should be defended, and 
| that, too, with the war speech of the President 


| teman from New 


| pointments to office after that hour. 


January 27, 
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message had been sustained, war would have been 
inevitable. Itwasa question of war to the House, 
and all considered it so. What was the message 
in the hands of the House? What did it do? 
Why, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means reported a bill appropriating $439,000 
for the fortifications of the country; a gentleman 
from Massachusetts moved anamendment making 


_an additional appropriation; and we were then 


told that we were wasting the treasure of the 


| country, and bringing the nation into disrepute, 


and the yeas and nays were called on the amend- 


|| ment, and were 87 yeas, 120 nays; the Admin- 


istration men voting against the amendment. 
Again, a gentleman from Maryland moved an 
amendment making additional appropriations for 


|| the defense of Baltimore; the vote was 87 for the 
| amendment, 120 against it; and the yeas and nays 


will show how the Administration men voted 


| A gentleman from Georgia moved an amendment 
, making additional appropriations; the vote was 
| 67 for, 115 against, the amendment. 
| was made appropriating $50,000 for some im- 


A motion 


rovements at Throge’s Neck, and the Adminis- 
p ss 
This was 


before them. The bill passed the House, was 
sent to the Senate, and came back with two 


/amendments making additional ort. 


They did not oppose that bill; they a 
appropriations to it. 


ded new 
The Senate sent the bill 


| back, and we might have passed it if we had 


accepted it; but on the last night of the session, 


_the extraordinary appropriation of $3,000,000 


must be added to it! The President had not rec- 
ommended it, unless his message calling for war, 
called for that appropriation. The Committee 
of Ways and Means did not recommend it. No 
statements to the House recommended it. He 
said it was contrary to all precedent. The gen- 
York, [Mr. CAMBRELENG,| to 
be sure, had adduced some inStances, but they 


were for secret service money and the purchase 
| of Florida. 


The chairman of the Committee on 


| Foreign Affairs, on the last night of the session, 


proposed the amendment of $3,000,000, and it 
passed; and that, too, by the same House which 
iad before refused to add $500,000 to the same ap- 
propriation bill. Wasthat not enough to astonish 
gentlemen? What under heaven had produced 
the change? The resolution of the gentleman 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] was stated to 
|| be the foundation of that unprecedented amend- 


ment. He considered that resolution as a most 
harmless one, and voted for it as such. That 
resolution only said that the treaty must be in- 
sisted on; and wasethat the foundation for the 
appropriation? The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] had said that the bill was 
received in bad temper by the Senate. Mr. R. 
said, that at the time the Senate sent back their 
adherence to the House, he had the feelings of 
other men; but he suppressed that feeling. He 
knew the responsibility of his situation, and that 
there were duties which were paramount to that 
feeling. He was not for war with the Senate, 
but for preparing the country for defense. He 
was for adhering to the bill, and for passing it. 
There was a quorum in the House after twelve 
o’clock on the last night of the session; and the 
bill might have been passed, had there been a 
disposition to pass it. He thought then, as he 
thought now, that there was a movement of the 
Administration party to defeat the bill. 

Mr. R. contended, that they had the right to 
sit after twelve o’clock, and do business. He 
said, that General Washington had been in the 


_ habit of signing bills after twelve o’clock. The 


elder Adams had been abused for making ap- 
Mr. Jeffer- 
son and Mr. Madison had signed bills after that 
hour; and, if he mistook not, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts himself had done so. There was 
no time when the Government did notexist. He 


_was in favor of the bill for ordinary appropria- 


tions, and voted for it, but he voted against the 
three million amendment, and that because he 


| considered it a violation of the Constitution. The 


rted on January 2d, 


eens bill was re : 
t ouse had it under con- 


e€ committee and the 
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sideration for fifty-two days, and yet the Senate || 
is reproached with not passing it, with an unpre- | 
cedented amendment attached to it, on the last 
night of the session. He hoped, in conclusion, 
the recriminating debate might be got through 
with, and that they might proceed to business, 
take up the appropriation bills, maturely weigh 
and discuss them, and pass such as the exigen- | 
cies of the times demanded. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, January 28, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a letter from the 
Secretary of War, inclosing a report of the chief 
engineer on the subject of the removal of obstruc- 
tions in the Ohio river below Shippingsport, made 
in compliance with the resolution of the Senate 
of the 21st instant; also, a report from the same 
officer, on the subject of constructinga mole near 
Cape Henlopen, for the protection of the Dela- 
ware breakwater, made in answer toa resolution 
of the Senate, 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, setting forth the commercial | 
importance of erecting piers in the river Delaware 
at or near the mouth of the Delaware and Chesa- 
peake*canal, and praying Congress to make an 
appropriation to that object; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. ; 

Mr. ‘TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Captain Francis Allen; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. CRIT - 
TENDEN and WHITE. 

SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. SWIFT rose and said, he had had in his 
possession for some days a petition to abolish | 
slavery in the District of Columbia. He was re- | 
luctant to add to the excitement already existing 
on the subject; but having waited for some days, | 
and no final action having been witnessed on the | 
petition relative to the same subject presented by | 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bucuanan,] | 
he did not feel himself at liberty to delay the pre- | 
sentation of this petition any longer. e was the | 
more induced to present this petition at onee, in | 
consequence of the motion made by the gentle- | 
man from Pennsylvania at the time he presented 
the petition from the people of his State, to reject || 
it, inasmuch as such a course would not be agree- 
able to those whose petition he was now about to 
present. It was a matter of perfect indifference 
to them whether the motion of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, or that of the Senator from South 
Conetens- Caruovn,] should prevail, for they 
considered the rejeeticn of a petition in the same 
light as a refusal to receive it. 


There ypyeared | 


to be no difference whatever between the two }! 


courses. The right of petition was of no value | 
unless the petition was referred and the reason- | 
ableness of the prayer investigated by a commit- 
tee. With this preface, he would say one or two | 
words in reference to the petition itself, and then | 
ask for the reading of it, that gentlemen, after | 


hearing it read, might have an opportunity of || 


taking what course they pleased with regard to it. 
The petitioners believed that Congress had the 


pores over this subject; they believed also that || 


ongress not only had the power, but that it 
ought to exercise it, or to pass some law by which 
the evils of slavery in this District might be | 
mitigated. The language of the petitioners was 
strong—very much so; but he believed they used 
such language no further than they conceived 
themselves justified in using by the evils which 
they sought to remedy. They did not speak in 
disrespectful terms towards Congress, nor did 
they attempt to interfere with slavery elsewhere 
than in this District. They did not know how 
to present the subject on which they treated other- 
wise than by speaking of evils as they existed; 
and they presented it as it was presented to the 
Legislatures of the non-slaveholding States at the 
time slavery was abolished in them. The peti- 
tioners believed that, from the relation in which 
this District stood to the Union, they were in 
some measure implicated by the continuance of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


mean to discuss the question, whether slavery 
ought to be abolished here or not, but, in pre- 
senting the petition, simply to discharge his duty 

to his constituents; but he would here remark, 

that it appeared to him, that while gentlemen from 

the slaveholding States deprecated excitement, 

they were taking an unwise course to avoid it by 

refusing to give the petitioners a fair hearing. 

These petitioners had an undoubted right to pre- 

sent their petitions here; but they did not desire 

to do so if Congress refused to listen to them or 

rejected them instantly without a proper investi- 
gation. They weuld speak as long as they had 

a hope of being heard, and there was no power 
on earth that would prevent the people of the 
North from claiming the right of petition and the 
freedom of speech. Petitions of this kind had 
usually been sent to a committee, with a view to 
a fair investigation and report; and he thought 
that this course was not only the most proper, 
but one that would be satisfactory. 

He would now tell the Senate who these peti- 
tioners were. Gentlemen were mistaken if they 
supposed them to be such as petitioners for the 
same object had lately been designated on that 
floor. They were neither fanatics or incendiaries, 
unless they might be deemed so from the fact of 
their petitioning for the abolition of slavery. They 
were as respectable a body of men as any in the 
Union, and were opposed to some of the meas- 
ures of the Abolitionists. They felt, it was true, 
a deep interest in the subject they presented to the 
consideration of Congress, but to charge them 
with being incendiaries or fanatics was very little 
calculated to allay the excitement of which gen- 
tlemen complained. The people of the North 
were not disposed to interfere with the institutions 
of the slaveholding States; but where they thought 
they had the right to interfere, they would not be 
prevented from so doing by being termed fanatics 
or incendiaries. 

He (Mr. 8.) gave no opinion as to the views 
of these petitions, nor as to those of the petitions 
presented by the gentlemen from Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Morris and Mr. Bucnanan.}] Of 
the language in which the petition was couched 
gentlemen might judge for themselves. He would 
only add that the petitioners requested a special 
committee, but this he did not for himself think 
it necessary to ask, deeming a reference to the 
ordinary committee all sufficient, 

Mr. 8S. then presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Vermont, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia; which he 
rec saaaad might be read. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said, that before the 
reading of the petition, he desired to know of the 
gentleman who presented it, if it was entirely re- 
spectful to that ‘ais? Parliamentary usage re- 
quired that, before a gentleman presented a peti- 
uon or paper of any kind to a deliberative body, 
he should satisfy himself that it contained nothing 
disrespectful to those to.whom it was addressed. 

Mr. CALHOUN desired’ta know if the lan- 
guage of the petition was respectful to.those who 
had sent them there. 
hear the petition read. 

Here the petition was read by the Secretary. | 

Mr. CALHOUN Seinanded the preliminary | 

uestion on receiving the petition. he Senator | 
ia Vermont (he said) objected to the calling | 
these petitioners incendiaries, and yet (said Mr. 
C.) he does not object to the language used by | 
them towards those who sent us here. 

Mr. SWIFT had only said that gentlemen 
could judge of the language of the petition for 
themselves. The petitioners, he had said, were 
entirely eae. were influenced by the | 

urest motives, and believed themselves justified | 
in speaking of evils as they supposed them to | 
exist. 

Mr. CALHOUN cared not what their motives 
were—he cared not whether they acted from igno- 
rance or design—he only judged of the effect. 
Those persons who presented this petition knew 
of the existence of the southern institutions, and 
yet they spoke of them as unjust, wicked, and 
diabolical. Whatever might be the design of 
these men, the course they were pursuing was 








slavery in it, and that the Government might be 
charged with being slavcholders. He did not 


calculated to destroy this Union and subvert its 
institutions. He did not mean to enter into any 
argument with the gentleman from Vermont, but 


He therefore wished to |; 
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By re : ; 
he demanded the preliminary question; and on it 


he asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was not only willing but 
anxious that a question should be distinctly taken 
before the Senate of the United States, and, as far 
as it was in angers to put it at rest, he was pre- 
pared to go. It would seem that on one morning 
the Senate were to have a dish of Mr. Benton’s 
resolutions served up, and the next morning the 
abolition question. He hoped ~— would dis- 
pose of one thing at a time, and would, therefore, 
move to lay the question on the table. He made 
this motion with a view that it might be called 
up hereafter, when the Senate were prepared to 
make a final disposition of it. 

Mr. LEIGH read parts of the petition, from 
which he inferred that there was a design in the 
petitioners to act not only upon the rights of the 
people of the District of Columbia, but upon the 
rights of the slaveholding States generally, as it 
argued generally against slaveholders. 

Mr. SWIFT said it was difficult to find expres- 
sions in any memorial to which some exception 
might not be taken. Let me (said he) illustrate 
this by calling the attention of gentlemen to 
another question. yi py a petition presented 
there to prohibit the sale of lottery tickets in this 
District, calling the practice immoral gambling, 
&c., would gentlemen consider this language im- 
proper, because the sale of lottery tickets was 
tolerated elsewhere? This case was perfectly 
similar to the one treated of in the petition he had 
just presented. 

After some additional remarks from Mr. CAL- 
HOUN, 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to lay the question 
on the table, and it was agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS OF GEORGIA LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented certain res- 
olutions of the Legislature of Georgia, asking for 
the establishment of certain post routes; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 

Judiciary, reported a bill to compensate John 

| Howard Kyan, of England, for the right to use 

his invention to prevent the dry rot in vessels of 

the United States; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill for the relief of Wain- 
right; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY, under the instructions of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which lies on the table one 
day: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if they be at his command, copies of the 
erposé which accompanied the French bill of indemnity 
from the Chamber of Deputies to the Chamber of Peers 
of France, on the 27th of April, 1835; and of the report of 
the committee presented to the Chamber of Peers on the 
5th of June, 1835; and, also, a copy of the original note in 
the French language from the Duc de Broglie to Mr. Barton, 
under date the 26th of October, 1835, a translation of which 
was communicated to Congress with the President’s special 
message of the 15th of January, 1836. 

Resolved, also, That the President be requested (if not 
incompatible with the public interests) to communicate to 
the Senate a copy of a note, if there be one, from Mr. Liv- 
ingston to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, under 
date the 27th of April, 1835 ; and copies of any other official 
note addréssed by Mr. Livingston, during his mission to 
France, either to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
or to the Secretary of State, not heretofore communicated 
to Congress. 


Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing to Jonathan 
| Elkins an increase of the pension he now receives, in con- 
| sideration of his services and his imprisonment by the 
enemy in the revolutionary war. 
| Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee 
| on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 

resolutions of the Legislature of Louisiana on 
'| the subject, reported a bill for the settlement of 
|| the claims of sundry citizens of that State against 
| the Spanish Government; which was read, and 
|| ordered to a second reading; and the reper ac- 
|| companying the bill was, on motion by Mr, 
il Porter, ordered to be printed, 
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Mr. EWING, of Ohio, from the Committee on | that bill, taking all circumstances into consider- 


Public Lands, reported unfavorably on several 
memorials that had been referred to that commit- 


tee, and moved that the committee be discharged | 


from the further consideration thereof. Among 


them was a memorial from the Legislature of 


Missouri, asking a grant of land for purposes of 


internal improvement; and one from the Legisla- | 


ture of Louisiana ef the same purport. 

Mr. EWING, in presenting the reports, said, it 
was the opinion of the committee that in all cases 
itwas better to grant money than lands, and that 
it was better the United States should sell the 
lands. 


Mr. BENTON said he should be glad to have a | 
Written report from the committee, on the subject | 


of some of these memorials, especially the one 
from Missouri for a grant of land for internal 
improvement, which the committee had disposed 
of in such a sunmary a He objected to this 


compendious process and wholesale condemna- | 


tion, by which a dozen memorials were disposed 
of at once, on a mere motion to be discharged 


from their consideration, and without a word in | 


writing. He wished to have an opportunity of 


showing that the State from which the chairman | 


of the committee came (Ohio) had received above 


a million of acres of public land for internal im- | 
provement, while many of the new States had | 


received not an acre. 
go into this subject this morning, (Mr. B. said,) 
when ather business was pressing; and he would 
prefer that it should be laid over for the present. 
Other States besides Missouri were about to be 
injured ; and there were other gentlemen who 
would not sit still and see the Senate, by a sub 
silentio proceeding, on an ore tenus report, do such 
wrong to their States. He would wish the com- 
mittee to take back their motion, or that it be laid 
upon the table for the present. 

Mr. PORTER hoped the course suggested by 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] would 


It was not convenient to | 


be followed by the chairman of the Committee | 


on Public Lands, and adverted to the immense 
sums of money expended by the people of Lou- 
isiana in extending the levee, and to the benefit 
of those lands. 
to the Secretary of the Navy for information re- 
lating to this subject, and he hoped that, before 


An een had been made | 


THE CONGRESS 





ation, did Ohio great injustice. As that bill, how- 
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ever, was not then under consideration, he would | 


not discuss it further. 
subject should be laid on the table till the report 


He was satisfied that the | 


was printed, and the bill was brought up before | 


them. 


Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from | 
Ohio, who had ~ taken his seat, had said that | 


it was not regu 
bill granting money. Now he (Mr. B.) presumed 
it would be perfectly regular for them to recom- 


ar for his committee to report a | 


mend money, and also compet®nt for the gentle- | 
man himself to say that he would vote formoney | 


in lieu of the land asked for. The gentleman 
remarked that they had decided, on principle, that 
it was better for the Government to grant money 


than land, and in the same breath said that the | 
commitiee had reported favorably for granting | 
five hundred thousand acres of land to the State | 


of Missouri, in the distributive land bill. This 
is a pretty way to establish principle; a report for 
it; and a bill against it. So much for the princi- 


le decided on by the committee. But what (asked | 


Mr. B.) is this five hundred thousand acres that 
is to be thus granted to the State of Missouri? It 


is (said he) the same five hundred thousand acres | 


which I proposed myself long before this land | 
bill was brought in, which proposition received | 
the favorable consideration of the Senate, having | 
passed toa third reading, and reached its third | 
stage before that general land bill was conceived | 


of. In this stage of its progress, this bill that he 
had brought in was laid on the table, and after- 
wards seized upon and taken away from him, the 
father of it, “a put into a bill, which afterwards 
received the veto of the President. Nay, more, 
it was continued in the same bill of this year, 
with the knowledge, on the part of those who 
framed it, of the President’s message on the veto 
of the bill, and that he would, on principle, adhere 


to his objections given in that message. Where, | 


then, was the friendship to Missouri which the 


_ gentleman boasts of when he speaks of the grant 


so decided a disposition was made of those appli- | 
cations, the committee would wait until that in- | 


formation was received. These petitions were not 
bottomed upon the generosity, but the interest of 
the Government. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, observed that he felt 
no anxiety that the question should be taken on 
the proposition of the committee at that time. He 
certainly was not disposed to get rid of the papers 
that had been referred to them, otherwise chan in 
a direct mode, and that mode he had supposed 
had been adopted by him. The other day he had 
presented a detailed report, in which all these 
subjects had been fully discussed and examined, 


and he would, therefore, be willing to lay this | 


report on the table till the gentleman had time to 
look into that report, and to decide whether the 
views he had taken on it were sound or unsound. 
A bill of the same nature of these petitions, which 
had been referred to the committee, would have 
been reported back on the same day thathe made 
the detailed report, but he did not lay his hands 
on it at the time. In that detailed report he had 
said what he no repeated, ‘‘ ore tenus,’’ that it 


was better to make grants of money than of lands, | 


He was asked why the committee did not re- 
port money in lieu of lands? Now, thegentleman 
who asked that question had been a member of 
that body for many years, and knew very well 
that it was not customary for the Committee on 
Public Lands to report money bills. Such a re- 

ort would come more appropriately from the 
Clnaeediiee on Roads and seake, or of Finance. 
In the general bill he had before referred to there 
was a grant of this very five hundred thousand 
acres of land the State of Missouri asked for. 


Whenever the subject fairly came up, he was dis- | 


posed to sep his views and those of the com- 
mittee full 

with them they would cheerfully acquiesce in its 
decision. In the general bill reported the other 
day, the object was to place all the new States 
on the same footing; but his opinion was, that 


y; and if the Senate was not satisfied | 


to be in a bill, the principles of which the Pres- | 


ident has vetoed, and must veto again? Was the 
State of Missouri to be treated in this manner? 


|| Were the new States to be treated in this way ? | 


And was he, a Senator, to be treated in this way, 
to have his bill that he had introduced session 
after session taken from him, and embodied in 


|| another that could never become a law? 








| boweled, and to take m 
| it taken from the guardianship of those who are 


| State on acertain side of the political 
| against him with the declaration that he had voted 
| against his own bill; that he [Mr. B.] had voted 


Sir, (said Mr. B.,) I mean when this land dis- 
tribution bill comes up to move to have it disem- 
child out of it. I want 


ressing it to death, and to be delivered to me, 


| its own father. The bill thus taken from him had 


been used against him in his own State; for when 
he voted against this distribution land bill, con- 
taining his own in its stomach, every press in his 

lise came out 


against a grant of five hundred thousand acres 
of land to the State of Missouri. He did not 
say that such was the design of those who had 
taken his bill and put it into another; but such 


| was the use that had been made of what they 


had done. The attempt to make the rary of 
Missouri misunderstand him had failed; but, as 


respected the land, the State had lost it; and 
‘he was determined that the manner in which he 


had been treated, and the 
had been treated, by takin 


ople of Missouri 
his bill from him 


and putting it in another—that this attempt—he 


would not say attempt—but that this proceeding 


_ having the effect to make the people of Missouri 
believe that there were those here who were 
| willing to 


rant her five hundred thousand acres 
of land, while they placed the grant in a position 
which would prevent the possibility of its pass- 
ing, should be fully known and understood. He 
moved to lay the reports for the present on the 
table. 

Mr. MOORE adverted to the position in which 
he stood in relation to the principles involved in 
this matter, as one of the Committee on Public 


| Lands. He was notin his place when the report 


was made; but, if a bill was reported, he hoped 


_ the child would not be killed, and that the gen- 


' tleman from Missouri |Mr. Benton] would have 
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it in his power, as father, guardian, or author, to 
ive it all the support and nutriment he wished. 
Mr. EWING said he had been charged by the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] with incon- 
sistency. It was not easy to discuss a report 
not before the Senate. The committee intended, 
in making their report, to treat the new States 
alike, and to place them all on an equality. It 
was the opinion of the committee, that grants of 
lands should not be made for these particular 
purposes. The grant of the ten peF cent. was so 
far a grant for those purposes. The committee 
did not know of the veto of the bill alluded to 
by the gentleman from Missouri, and, for one, he 
could never consent, as a member of this body, 
to be swerved from his course by the exercise of 
it. He would not consent to mold his course 
to meet the executive approbation. He would 
not be held to act in hallades to executive will, 
If the motion prevailed to lay the report upon 
the table, it would place it in the power of the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Benton] to take 
such course in reference to it as he thought proper, 
He had nothing to do with his [Mr. Benton’s] 
State, to effect any object here, or any purpose 
there, but intended to act upon broad principles. 
Mr. BENTON certainly had no objection that 
the Senator from Ohio, or any other Senator, 
should go on with their business, either public or 
private, without regarding the action of the Pres- 
ident; but he hoped now that he might be under- 
stood, and that there would be no necessity for 
him again to repeat it. What he objected to, 
particularly, was the taking his bill, which had 
received the favorable action of the Senate, which 
had precedent to sanction it, which had nothing 
extraneous in it, which rested on its own merits, 
and putting it in another bill which had received 
| the veto of the President, and which, taking into 
consideration the President’s message, it must be 
known would receive his veto again. The gen- 
tleman said he had no object in acting on the State 
of Missouri; but what was the state of things 
there some years ago, at the time the vote was 
taken on this distribution land bill, into which 
his bill had been so irregularly embodied? There 
was an election pending there for United States 
Senator, and his vote on this bill was used against 
him from one end of the State to the other. To 
be sure, when the subject came before the Gen- 
eral Assembly, they saw and fully understood 
| the circumstances under which he acted, and ap- 
preciated the feelings which influenced him to 
vote against a measure to which they as well as 
he was opposed on principle, though it did pro- 
pose to give five hundred thousand acres of land 
to the State he represented. Now, as to the bill 
for this grant to Missouri, which he had intro- 
duced at the very beginning of this session, and 
| which, though referred to the committee long be- 
fore this distributive iand bill came limping in 
after it. 
Sir, (said Mr. B.,) my Legislature has adopted 
that bill; and in asking for this grant of five hun- 
dred thousand acres condemns this general bill 
into which the grant is now put; and, having their 
approbation, he should again vote against this 
general bill, which, in his opinion, contained so 
much to condemn. Whatever was the design of 
gentlemen in making the grant in this way, it 
| was entirely delusive while it was attached toa 
| measure whose fate it must share. Now, with 
respect to the nurture of those land bills which 
| had been sent to the Committee on the Public 
_Lands. That committee had never, since the 
| organization of the Government, been constituted 
so unfavorably for the new States asnow. How 
| stood that committee? It consisted of Mr. Ewine 
of Ohio, Mr. Moore of Alabama, Mr. Critten- 
| pen of Kentucky, Mr. Prentiss of Vermont, 
/and Mr. McKean of Pennsylvania—a majority 
from the old States; the first time this commit- 
| tee had been so organized since he had been in 
the Senate. The gentleman from Alabama was 
the only member on it from the new States; for 
_ he considered Ohio, in all that respected the pub- 
| lic lands, as an old State. She [Ohio] had re- 
| ceived large grants of land from the Government, 
| upwards of a million of acres, while the chair- 
| man of the committee was 9" that eee and 

was opposed to making similar ts to the new 

States whe had yaesived folie. She had but 
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rich and populous, and not at all in the condition || 
with the young States, which had received no | 
grants, or but small grants for internal improve- | 
ment, and whose population was thin and re- 
sources weak. The real new States had but one 
representative on the committee. It was a com- | 
mittee strangely and strongly organized against | 
the new States, and could not speak and act for 
them with any knowledge of their feelings and 
interests. He should not submit in silence tothe || 
summary and compendious mode in which that 
committee had undertaken to dispose of all the | 
etitions and memorials of the new States. He | 
would take the proper time to contest their con- 
duct; to oppose all that they had done against 
reducing the price of the public lands; against | 
ranting them lands for internal improvement, as 
ad been granted to Ohio and some others; against 
a delusive report for money without any bill to 
grant money; against the land distribution bill; 
and above all, he should take the proper time to 
endeavor to extract his own bill for five hundred 
thousand acres to Missouri from the stomach of || 
the monster which had swallowed it, and from 
the guardianship of self-constituted protectors, | 
who have put it where it must die, and whose || 
gratuitous protection had deprived the State of || 
the grant in the bill for four years past. 
Mr. EWING said the Senator complained that 
this bill had been thrust into the land bill which 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


—=- 


os . ee ae , os { 
little public land remaining to be sold. She was | from the Senate supplementary to the act to regu- 
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The SPEAKER said he had received a com- 


late and fix the compensation of the clerks in the | munication from a member of the Historical So- 


ublic Departments, passed 20th of April, 1818. 
Mr. J. stated that the committee recommended 
that the bill be rejected. 

Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary CJaims, reported the following bills; 
which were read twice and committed: _ 

A bill for the relief of the children and heirs of 
Colonel Thomas Knowlton, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


| of Dr. William Johonnet, deceased. 


Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to 


change the organization of the Post Office De- 


partment, and to provide more effectually for the 
settlement of the accounts thereof; which was 


read twice and committed. 


Mr. CONNOR said he was instructed by the 
committee to move that an extra number of one 


thousand copies of the bill be printed. 


The SPEAKER said the motion, under the 


rule, would lie over one day. 


Mr. CONNOR moved to suspend the rule, for 
the purpose of considering the motion at this 


| time; which was lost—two thirds not voting in 


the affirmative. 
Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following bills; which 


| were read twice and committed: A bill for the 
| relief of J. Elor Rachal; and a bill for the relief | 


had been vetoed. This bill related to the lands of || of Paul Poissot. 


| ciety, making a request similar to the proposition 


before the House, which, if permitted, he would 
present at that time, 

It was objected to. 

The question being on tlie adoption of the res- 
olution, 

Mr. HAWES said he had always given his votes 
against every proposition granting the use of this 
Hall, which was built with the people’s money, 
and for the exclusive use of their Rueneseatenived, 
for the purpose of holding meetings of certain 
‘societies. He should continue to oppose these 
indirect inroads upon the public Treasury. He 
understood the object of the members of these 
societies in asking permission to hold their meet- 
ings in this Hall. It was to save their own pockets. 
There was another building in this city which 
was peculiarly suited for such meetings; but by 
procuring permission to use this Hall, two or 
three hundred dollars were taken from the public 
Treasury on every evening of such meeting to pay 
for candles, wood, &c., which ought to come out of 
the pockets of the members of these societies. If 
it was an object to these gentlemen to save this 
expense, it was also his right and duty to object 
that it should be paid out of the public Treasury. 
It was perhaps a small matter; but if the House 
yielded to these applications for the use of the Hall 
they might expectafter awhile an application from 
a dancing society. He was opposed to granting 






















one State. The committee had first provided for || Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Com- 
lands generally, and then attended to particular | merce, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 
cases, which accounted for the circumstance of || Gilbert and others; which was read twice and 
this bill coming limping in one day after the gen- || committed. 


| this privilege to temperance, colonization, abo- 
lition, or historical societies. He considered them 
all upon a par. He concluded by calling for the 
yeas and nays on the adoption of the resolutoin, 








eral bill. 
The reports were then laid on the table. | 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE WAR DE- 


PARTMENT. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, in reply to the resolution of the | 
18th instant, stating the office held by Benjamin | 
F. Curry in the Cherokee nation, the compensa- | 
tion paid him, and the act under which he was 
ree and | 





n motion by Mr. WHITE, the report was || 


ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from | 
the same Department, showing the amount of | 
ener under the appropriations for the 
military service for the year 1835, and the balance 
remaining in hand at the end of the year. 

LANDS TO MISSOURI. 

Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported without amendment, the bill 
granting five hundred thousand acres of land to 
the State of Missouri for purposes of internal 
improvement; and stated that it was the opinion 
of the committee that the bill ought not to pass. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE. | 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 
of the resolution of Mr. Benton, for the appro- 
priation of the surplus revenue to objects of 
national defense; when 

Messrs. GRUNDY, HILL, and LINN sev- 
erally addressed the Senate on the subject; after | 
which, | 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, the resolution was | 
postponed till Monday, and ordered that when | 
a enate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on that | 

ay. 

ORGANIZATION OF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGI- | 
NEERS. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Senate took up | 
the bill for the better organization of the corps of | 
topographical engineers; and the bill having been | 
read the third time, was passed. 

INCREASE OF ENGINEERS. 


| 
On motion by Mr. BENTON, the Senate took 


- the bill providing for the increase of the corps | 

of engineers; and the bill having been read the 

third time, was passed. 

“ The Senate then adjourned over to Monday 
ext. 
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Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, yeported, without amendment, the bill | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 


Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 


Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 


| relief of Weltha Barker, widow of Isaac Barker, 


| deceased; which was read twice and committed. 


mittee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill 
| for the relief of William Marbury; which was 
| read twice and committed. 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills, which 
were read twice and committed: A bill for the 
| relief of John Bennett; a bill for the relief of Job 
Wood; and a bill for the relief of George Elliott. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Nathaniel 
Dennison; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. PATTON, from the Committee on Terri- 
| tories, reported, with an amendment, the bill au- 


|| thorizing the President to cause to be run and 


marked the boundary line between the territor 
| of the United States and the State of Missouri; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the select committee on the 
| public buildings, reported a bill to provide for 


| tion of the Departments of the Treasury and State; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Messrs. EVANS, MILLER, and BEALE, 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions; Mr. 
JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
Messrs. CARR, and GARLAND of Virginia, 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims; 
Messrs. SLADE, and WILLIAMS of North 
Carolina, from the Committee on Public Lands; 
and Messrs. UNDERWOOD, MUHLENBERG, 
and BEAUMONT, from the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Claims—made unfavorable reports 


table. 
Mr. JENIFER, by consent, presented several 
petitions; which were appropriately referred. 


USE OF THE HALL. 





| Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, from the Com- | 


| erecting a fire-proof building for the accommoda- | 


upon various petitions; which were laid on the | 


which were not ordered. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


LOSS OF THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered by Mr. Apams on 

| Friday last: 

Resolved, That so much of the message ofthe Presidemt of 
the United States to Congress at the commencement of the 
present session, as relates to the failure at the last session 
of Congress of the bill containing the ordinary appropria- 
tion for fortifications,be referred to a select committee, with 
instructions to inquire into and report to the House the 
cause and circumstances of the failure of this bill. 

| The question pending being the amendment of 
Mr. Wiuuiams, of North Carolina, giving the 
| committee power to send for persons and papers, 

Mr. HARDIN said, he was somewhat siruck 

| with the strange course of the parliamentary pro- 
ceedings of the present session for the last two or 
three weeks, especially when he compared it with 

| the repeated speeches and declarations of honor- 
able gentlemen. Some two weeks ago, or nearly 

| that, an appropriation bill was called up, appro- 
riating the necessary means for the Navy of the 
inited States. The House was in Committee of 
| the Whole, when a proposition was made by the 
| honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, [Mr. Campre.ene,] to appropriate 
| the sum of $2,000,000 over and above the ordinary 
| appropriation for the Navy. These $2,000,000, 
| Mr. H. considered, were what might be called a 
| war appropriation, and they were then pressed to 
| act as speedily as possible on account of the exi- 
|, gency of our affairs in relation to France. One 
| honorable gentleman, whom he was proud to call 
| his personal friend, [Mr. Bynum,] had upon that 
occasion finished something like one half or two 
thirds of a very able and eloquent speech, in 
| which they had been told that there was an 
| American party and a French party, and that 
| the true issue was between the aristocracy and 
|| the democracy of the country; and he was sorry 
|| the gentleman had not had an opportunity of fin- 


i 


Mr. McKENNAN asked the consent of the | ishing his speech. Well, the next morning, that 


| 


House to presenta resolution, granting the use of | measure, so much needed on account of the state 


the Hall of Representatives to the Historical So- | 


| of our affairs with France, was put by and the 


ciety, on Saturday evening next, for the purpose | New York fire bill was called up at the special 


of holding a meeting of said society. 


|| instance of the honorable chairman of the Com- 


Mr. McK. said it was understood that the Sec- || mittee of Ways and Means, who seemed to inti- 
retary of War would deliver an address on the | mate yesterday that he would not have called up 


occasion. 


Objection being made, Mr. McKewnan moved ] 
to suspend the rule, which was agreed to—114 


to 42. 


Mr. McK. then submitted the resolution indi- 


| cated in his motion. 


that bill but that he considered it a small matter, 
‘| which would not occupy more than the morning 
| hour of business. Well, that business was left 
| about one third finished; he said about one third, 
|| because he hoped before it was finally finished 
‘| that both the gentleman and himself would be 
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heard on the subject. | : 
this, when the business in charge of the indefat- 
igable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Waitt.esey] 





him in a paragraph in the Telegraph; and after 


inguiry into the loss of this three million appro- 
priation and the fortification bill. 


Apams,] and took the floor with the resolution 
now toh the House. Mr. H. would not say 
there was any understanding between those two 
gentlemen, by no means, for he was not author- 
ized to say 80, but it did seem to him that the 
circumstance looked that way. All the business, 
then, was to stand still; the Novy appropriation 
bill was to stand still; the New York re Bill was 
to stand still for this. He did not know what to 
call it; he had heard of Government inquisitions 
and instructions, but he searcely knew what to 
eall this. Well, all business was stopped for 
that. They were every day informed—he could 
not tell how much was in the information—that 
France was arming and sending a large fleet; and 
they all knew—for it was a matter of fact that the 
Indians and runaways in Florida were at that 
moinent desolating that Territory—one little army 
had been cut to pieces, another was gone, the 
women and children were falling victims to the 
tomahawk, and whole countries, as it were, 
swept from the face of the earth. Just at the 
very time all those things were going on what 
did they hear. Motion after motion was made 
every morning, for what purpose? To dispense 
with the rules of the House and take up the time 
of the House, that the great war minister of the 
nation should deliver them a lecture upon ancient 
history! He would declare that it presented the 
most ridiculous spectacle he ever saw. How- 
ever, he had no hand in any business before the 
House, having a very humble and very obscure 
part to perform, and j therefore feltno share of 
responsibility at the course that body had taken. 
They had heard a speech from the gentleman 
from Massachusetts last Friday of great anima- 
tion, and, in the opinion of some, of great abil- 
ity, for it was cheered and huzzaed in the House, 
a thing never known in any parliamentary body, 
except in the bloody days of the French conven- 
tion. Well, after that gentleman sat down, Mr. 
H.'s friend from Virginia [Mr. Wise] got the 
floor,and addressed the House something like an 
hour on Friday, and about two hours and a half 
on Saturday. It gave Mr. H. pleasure to say 
that the gentleman acquitted himself well, bothas 
to ability and industry, in developing and inquir- 
ing into this subject; but his efforts deserved 
still higher eomighment. It showed in these 
degenerate days a bold and noble daring. Such 
men were rare; and when he saw the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Camprecenc] get up, and 


was the order of the day, the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means gets up to make | 
an explanation in reply to an attack made upon |) 


, doing this, the gentleman seemed to throw out an |, 
intimation that it was to be followed up by an | 


In an instant | 
up rose the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. | 


after a few remarks move an adjournment, he | 


intimated clearly what would happen at some 
future day; and he intimated at the same time 
that the gentleman from Virginia would receive 
scarcely a passing notice. 
sider that the member from Virginia was acham- 
pion unworthy of esteem, and also intimating 
that he had higher game elsewhere. On yester- 


day what did they hear? He had expected to | 


hear something hke Jupiter thundering from || priated by law; and no appropriation cou 


Olympus; but instead of that it was the misera- 
ble squeaking of a jew’s harp. 
Mr. H. said he was little acquainted with par- 
liamentary rules; for, though he had been in Con- 
ress, off and on, for nearly twenty years, and 
in legislative bodies for nearly twenty-five years, 
he had never had any aspirations for the Chair; 
but he would appeal to every member ofthe House, 
he would appeal to the father of the House, 
whether they ever saw anything like the present 
resolution ? What did it propose? Nothing upon 


ate—nothing upon which any of the Departments 
could act. It was an idle, a ridiculous inquiry, 
why and wherefore the fortification bill did not pass 
at the last session of Congress. Were articles of 
impeachment proposed against the members of the 
last Congress, or against the Senate? No. 


Ie seemed to con- | 








it? No. Such a proceeding seemed to him to be 
a nondescript, the like of which was not to be 
found ** in the heavens above, nor in the earth 
beneath, nor in the waters under the earth;’’ 
never. It might answer the objects of those who 
had their cue. What use could there be in rais- 
ing a committee, when no act of legislation of 
any kind could grow out of it? As the inquiry 
was then before the House, and as gentlemen 
who had preceded him, had been indulged with 
a certain latitude, he must be pardoned in en- 
deavoring to follow them a little through the 
mazes of their arguments. Mr. H. happened 
to have the good or ill fortune to be there on the 
occasion referred to, from the opening to the last 
scene. 





Now let him inquire how, and in what manner, | 
the three million ty aa came up. Had) 


the President of the United States sent a message 
to Congress, informing them that he wanted to 
make war preparations against France? Had the 
war officer of the Government, the Secretary of 
War, the Secretary of the Navy, sent a commu- 
nication to the Senate upon he subject? 

Had they any intimation, in any form or shape, 
on this subject?. Not any. A bill had been 
brought into that House at the commencement 
of the session, and, according to the computation 
of the honorable gentleman from Sinauibasadd, 
had been before the House some fifty-two or 
fifty-three days. Well, it was sent to the Senate, 
<a they added something like one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars to the bill. 
ally passed the House with perhaps four hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars of appropriation, 
and something like one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars in addition. Now, whenever the 
House had agreed to the Senate’s amendment, 
the bill was that moment a law, as soon as the 
President of the United States had signed it. The 


No. } 


It had origin- | 
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Some day or two after any action of Congress proposed to grow out of | ton, if he were President. 


House then concurred in that amendment, with | 


an additional one, on the last day of the session, 
of three millions more. This was done in the 
latter part of the last day of the session. Did any 
member of that House officially—no, nor secretly, 
cither to him, for he never knew it, nor ever 


heard of it until it was offered—say the Secretary || 


of War or the Secretary of the Navy wanted it? 
_Let him ask them, was it a thing remarkable, 
and one deserving the denunciation of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, because they were 


irnorant, in the dark, and uninformed of the sub- | 
ject, that they did not think proper to vote for it? | 


Certainly not. They were not in the Cabinet 


secret. They did not know the President wanted | 


them to assume the responsibility. 


from Massachusetts had two or three counts. 


bers of the House who voted egainst the bill— | 


though the count against the Senate was rather || 


narrowed down against a prominent candidate for | 


the presidential chair. The count against Mr. 
H., for he was included in it as ee 
the bill, he would endeavor to answer. e voted 


against the $3,000,000 appropriation because he || 


was uninformed upon it; that was one reason. 
He voted against it, also, because from his soul 
he believed it, from its general character, to be 
unconstitutional. Itconflicted with that clause of 
the Constitution providing that no money should 
be drawn from the pulliie'Premens unless _—: 


said to be in compliance with that provision which 


| did not specify—which did not designate—the 


‘ || may expend this for the Army, or the Ne 
which that House—nothing upon which the Sen- | y" at 


_ object of appropriation, 

{Mr. H. then read the amendment.} Howmuch 
(he asked) was designed for the Army? It did 
not state. How much for the Navy? It did not 
| state. What proportion for the fortifications? It 
| did not state. It was neither more nor less than 
_ giving the President $3,000,000, either to expend 
| the whole, or any part, and telling him, ** You 
, or 
| for fortifications—just as you choose!’ Mr. 
| H. would again ask, if this was appropriating 
| money within the true meaning and spirit of the 
| Constitution ? Gentlemen might say they had 
_ confidence in General Jackson; but that was no 
/argument. Mr. H. would say he would not put 


Was || money even into the hands of General Washing- 


be | 
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_ It was a dangerous 
| precedent. tees might as well give Gen- 
eral Jackson $3,000,000, and tell him to exp.nd 
| it under the head of ‘* general welfare;”’ it would 
be just as reasonable. He called upon them to 
look at the tremendous et of the Executive 
of this country, even within the pale of the Con. 
stitution. The President of the United States 
wielded a more tremendous power at this time 
than any crowned head in Europe, not even 
excepting the Emperor of Russia; and there wag 
no means of keeping it within bounds but } 
Congress. It was a growing, an alarming power; 
and that House, having the control of the nation’: 
purse, offered the only check to it. 

The proposed amendment was a violation (Mr, 
_H. said) of the spirit of the Constitution. [t 
was the only republican feature preserved in the 
British constitution, from which we had derived 
it. That feature offered the only barrier which 
the people of England could interpose against any 
unpopular ministry, and by which they could 
check the king on his throne. Nay, even a 
favorite like Lord Wellington, the conqueror of 
a thousand pitched battles, was compelled to yield 
before it. Then, he hoped American citizens 
would never forget nor resign it. He would now 
recur a little to the history of this bill. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG,] had entertained the House, from tine 
to time, about what moment the bili had been sent 
to the Senate. The bill came back fron the Senate, 
with their disagreeing to the amendment of the 
House. A motion was made for the House to 
recede, which failed; and then it went back to the 
Senate, with a message, informing them that we 
refused to recede. The Senate again sent it back 
to the House, for the purpose of throwing the 
responsibility upon it; and a committee of con- 
ference was appointed, &c. Mr. H. then went 
into the history of the bill, as recorded on the 
Journal of the House. He said there wasa great 
deal of business transacted, contrary to the recol- 
lection of the gentleman from New York, between 
the appointment of the committee and the passage 
of the Cumberland road bill; and if the commitice 
did not retire till then, they were negligent of their 
duty. The yeas and nays were, twice called— 
sundry other business was done—and a variety of 
motions made, which must have taken‘at least an 
_houranda half. Mr. H. said he himself saw the 

clock put back at least an hour and eighteen min- 
utes on that night, during a discussion on the 
judicial circuit bill. Mr. H. went into a minute 
oaaese of this part of the proceedings. It was 
true there were some gentlemen who had consti- 











|| tutional scruples about voting after twelve o’clock; 
The bill of indictment framed by the gentleman )| 
One | 
was against the Senate, another against the mem- | 


and he had been given to understand the Presi- 
dent took the same ground. 

Mr. H. said he took the same ground with the 
President of the United States, that the constitu- 
tional term of Congress expired at twelve o’clock 
on that night. He then read, in support of that 
| ground, the resolution of the convention for adopt- 

ing the Constitution, authorizing the old Congress 
_to fix the day of meeting. The old Congress 
fixed it on Wednesday, the 4th of March, 1789, 
and the first presidential term commenced on the 
same day of that year. To him it was incontro- 
vertible that the expiration of the congressional 
term was on the 3d of March every two years, 
and the presidential term on the same day every 
four years. The law took no notice of a fraction 
of aday. Mr. H. then quoted from Blackstone's 
| Commentaries to show that the year was always, 
| in law, held to be completed the day before the 
term commenced. The question then resolved 
itself into this, when did the 3d of March term- 
inate? Supposing a man were indicted for a crime 
done on Saturday, when it was proved he did it 
after daybreak on Sunday, would it stand? He 
was positive that the committee eould have re- 
rted before twelve o’clock, if they had pleased. 
as the Senate of the nation to be arraigned at 
the bar of public opinion, and censured, because 
they refused to vote an appropriation of three 
millions, when they heard nothing of it till after 
dark? The gentlemen from Masgachusetts said 
they knew of it, on account of the resolution 
unanimously adopted, but that resolution was 
not unanimously adopted. It was amended after 
Messrs. Archer, Binney,and Mr. H. himself had 
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severally addressed the House against it, and the 
words * at allhazards,’’—that the ‘* House would 
abide by the treaty at all hazards,’’ were struck 
out. It was opposed as a menace, a threat, little 
less than an insult, to a proud and noble nation, 
and was opposed by those gentlemen and struck 
out. Thisamendmenthe knew was adopted after 
Mr. H. had himself addressed the House. He 
well recollected the three or four speeches of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
whose sentiments were Janus-like, the face some- 
times one way and sometimes another, and Mr. 
H. had asked him, upon that occasion, which 
was his last will and testament. 

Mr. H. then went into a brief review of the 
present condition of the French question. He 
could not censure the conduct of the King of the 
French, who had done everything that could be 
expected from him up to the last session. Let 
him ask why it was that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had not displayed his chivalry 
under Charles X.? The organization of the 
French Government gave to the Deputies of the 
people the right over all appropriations. That 
republican feature was precisely the same in 
France as in our own country. Mr. H. depre- 
cated any war with that nation; but whenever our 
honor was involved he would be willing to fight 
France or any other country. Who was it that 
really insulted us? Bonaparte, Louis XVIII., 
and perhaps Charles X.; but not Louis Philippe. 
The French nation may have broken faith with 
us, and Mr. H. would insist upon the treaty; 
but it was a mere money bond transaction. If 
France were to insult us, to menace us, he would 
instantly arm; but on a money transaction he 
would first weigh the costs of the suit. Were 
our one hundred and fifty millions of imports, 
one hundred and twenty millions of exports, our 
thousand ships engaged in the fisheries, &c., all 
to be hazarded for the sake of about five millions, 
a great portion of which would go into the in- 
surance companies of England? Until something 
more took place than he now knew of, he would 
not vote one dollar of appropriation for war prep- 
aration. He would not, however, that the Amer- 
ican Government should make an apology for a 
hundred millions, nor a hundred to that, for he 
was utterly opposed to this nation doing any- 
thing to injure her proud stand among the nations 
of the earth. 

Mr. H. hoped the question would not be dis- 
cussed with reference to the presidential election; 
but that they should consider it apart from all 
party considerations. He hoped, however, that 
the nation would not be dragooned into a war by 
the cry of French party. He was opposed to 
any war with France; but if we should become 
involved in a contest, he would consider himself 
a traitor if he did not vote forevery war measure. 
It was extraordinary that the friends of one gen- 
tleman, who had never smelt powder in his life, 
should be striving to drive us into a war; whereas 
the friends of one who had been a soldier from 
his youth—for Mr. H. avowed himself in favor 
of Genera] Harrison—were for peace, and were 
denounced as the French party. It was all done 
for the benefit of the officerholders and the office- 
hunters. 

Mr. H. indignantly repelled the imputation cast 
upon those who voted against the three million 
appropriation, of being man-worshipers as insin- 
uated in the speech of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, and quoted Mr. Adams’s letter in reply 
to an invitation to a dinner in August, 1834, in 
which he eulogized the Senate for their opposi- 
tion to the Executive, and the removal of the 
deposits, contrasting it with his remarks in the 
House the other day. Mr. H. concluded by re- 
ferring to the gentleman’s course on the abolition 
question, and by an earnest appeal to that God 
who had protected our country in the revolution- 
ary struggle, to dispel the dark cloud now impend- 
ing over us. 

r. EVANS said, he was very glad, after sev- 
eral ineffectual efforts, to have got an opportunit 
to address the House, because he was fearful, 
from indications, that the present debate would 
be cut short. He was one of those who voted to 
suspend the rules, to admit the resolution, and he 
did it not, because he had desired discussion, but 
because he would not shrink fromit. He was as 
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THE CONG 
| desirous to see the public business progressing as | 
| any man, and his course heretofore would show 
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| it; but he would say that when gentlemen see 


bee to make charges, he would meet them. 
Te thought the manner in which the resolution 
under consideration was got up looked very much 
like a concert between the gentleman from New 
| York (Mr. CamBrezene] and the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] When it came 
up, the great business of the nation was to be 
laid aside, and the honorable member must have 
been aware that the resolution would elicita warm 
debate. The gentleman from New York has been 
| charged with the loss of the appropriation bill of 
last year. Let him meet that charge, and not try 
to get off from it by making a new issue. The 
President of the United States had alluded to this 
matter. Why does he go to our Journal, and 
endeavor to show where the bill was lost. It 
was extremely singular that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts should have offered sucha resolu- 
| tion, and that he should have examined the par- 
liamentary practice in England for the last hun- 
dred years to show that the Senate had treated 
the House with disrespect; and then cailed on the 
| Speaker, and the oldest member, and the youngest 
member in the House, to know whether there 
| had ever been such a message sent from one 
House to the other. Did the honorable gentle- 
man find a precedent for the resolution which he 
| had offered, instituting an inquiry into the conduct 
| of a preceding Caggress? He did not say that 
he had not; but he asked the question. If he did 
' not find a precedent, then it would stand alone, 
| like the honorable gentleman said the Senate mes- 
sage stood. But most extraordinary of ail was, 
that the gentleman should accompany the resolu- 
tion with a speech; and in that speech he said it 
was all for the sake of harmony; and the gentle- 
man said, before the House and the country, that 
he would keep within the spirit of the rules, 
which rules said that allusion must not be made 
to any transaction of the other body. He left it 
| to the gentleman himself to say how sinceéte he 
| was in his declaration. He did not, to be sure, 
| allude directly to that body, but transferred it to 
| a printing-office, and made it a personification of 
| 


sentiment. 

Mr. E. certainly had not expected such a res- 
| olution from the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
| The loss of the fortification bill had nothing to do 
with the present House. If the gentlemen go on 
with a vindication of the character of former Con- 
| gresses, Where would it stop? How far should 
| they go back? The gentleman not only made a 
general charge against the Senate, but went into 
|aspecification. He said the temper of the Senate 
' was bad. He says they voted to adhere, and 
that was an instance of wantof temper. Did the 
gentleman not know that it was a late hour in the 
evening when the bill went to them? Decorum 
might have given way to save the bill. He be- 
lieved the Senate had come to the determination 
never to grant the $3,000,000, and the sooner the 


ee 


House to put it in a shape that the Senate could 
vote for it. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
had said that the clause appropriating $3,000,000 
was introduced in consequence of the unanimous 
vote of the day previous, on the resolution insist- 
ing on the fulfillment of the treaty; that it was 
carrying out what that resolution contemplated; 
and that every member of the House knew it. 
The House adopted that resolution on the ground 
of its specific character. The resolution as first 
reported wasexceptionable. It spoke of insisting 
on the treaty at all hazards. But the House 
struck out “all hazards.’’ It was then adopted, 
because it was tapered down and softened until it 
suited all parties. If it had been avowed that 
that resolution was to be the forerunner of a 
$3,000,000 appropriation, it could never have 

assed unanimously. We voted for it because it 
did not permit us todo-anything. The gentle- 

man from New York said, that when we voted 

that resolution we were bound to go one step 

further, and vote money to accomplish it. 

gentlemen had avowed that on the passage of the 
| resolution, it would not have got through; one 

speech against it would have defeated it, At 

what time did the gentleman from Massachusetts 
' come to the conclusion that extensive appropri- 
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House knew it, the better; because it enabled the | 


If. 
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ations ought to be made for the defense of the 
country? We were favored during the lust ses 
sion with several speeches from the gentleman 
on the same subject. The committee had sub- 


| mitted a plan for the defense of the country, 


which was, to sell the government stock in the 
United States Bank, amounting to $7,000,000, and 
apply the money to that object. When the sub- 
ject came up in the Committee of the Whole, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts said that it 
was a most extraordinary proceeding, by which 
$7,000,000 were to be expended in a w indimill war 
with France. In another part of that speech he 
said he would pledge himself to the nation there 
would be no war. Well, there was po war, but 
the principal reason was, because the $3,000,000 
had not been appropriated. Three days after- 
wards the gentleman said the nation was in im- 
minent peril. Ifthe nation was in imminent peril, 
why did he not say so three days before. The 
gentleman, in his charge on the Senate, was ex- 
tremely respectful to members of the House—their 
motives were not to be questioned. He vindi- 
cated the motives of those who disappeared be- 
hind the pillars, so that no quorum could be 
formed. ‘They were treated respectfully, yet the 
Senate had no right to constitutional seruples. 
On the 7th of February (he said) the Senate had 
dodged the question, and on the 14th he explained 
what he meant; and so far frora censuring it, if he 
had his way, he would move the House to come 
to the same resoluucn. The Senate (he said) 
had acted, and he blamed the House for not acting. 
There was anything but a charge against the 
Senate. 

Mr. E. had been astonished to sce the contra- 
dictory speeches of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Apams.} The gentleman said the 
constitutional seruples of the Senate dwiridled 
down to a mere matter of dollars and cents. The 
objections were not to the amount, but to the 
form of the appropriation. It was voting $3,000,000 
without object; throwing it into the hands of the 
President to be used at his discretion. The Sen- 
ate though: it was unconstitutional, and that was 
enough for him. They acted up to their under 
standing of the Constitution. Mr. E. voted against 
the three million appropriation, and should do so 

| again—not because Ire was unwilling to defend the 

country. The Journal would show that he had 

voted for every defense of the country, and for 

the highest sum. He had voted in the minority 

for appropriations when the majority were the 

very same men who are now charging us with 

the loss of this bill. A gentleman from South 

Carolina desired an increase of appropriation for 
| fortifications, and the argumentused in opposition 
| to it was an economical Administration. They did 
' not pride themselves upon what they had cs ‘ 

but upon what they had left undone. When we 
| told them the time might come when these forti- 
| fications might be needed, they talked about econ- 

omy and retrenchment. About three years since 

he wished to get an appropriation for the defense 
_ of the State of Maine, but he could not get an Ad- 
| ministration man to stand by him. He saw when 
| danger came-it would be but a poor time to act; a 
/midnight vote could not build up impregnable 
| defenses. He had voted against the three million 
| appropriation, but he must confess that he was 
|| at a loss to know how to vote at present. If the 
country was in peril, he would go as far as him 
who went farthest; but if it was not, he would 
not vote a dollar. He knew not which was best, 
whether to vote for appropriations, or to take pp 
opinions, which were somewhat current, that the 
country was in no peril—that there was no dan- 
ger at all. He would now say a few words with 
| respect to the loss of the fortification bill. The 
| Senate did not cause its failure. It was lost by 
| adding $3,000,000 to it. The House had the 
'| right to make the addition, but the Senate had 
|| the right to not vote for it. When the bill came 
|| back from the Senate, the gentleman from New 
| York (Mr, Camprecenc] moved that the House 
|| adhere, and said he would let the Senate take the 
responsibility of defeating it. Was it the fault 
| of the Senate alone? As to thathe had only to say 
| that each House was to be the judge for itself. 
| But the Senate must be brought down; it must 
| vote the appropriation in any shape the House 
‘and the President might choose tc receive it. 
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After the conferees returned, all of a sudden there 
seemed to be a great desire to defeat the bill. How 
it got into the House he would not pretend to 
Bay. 
desire to defeat it? 
desire to defeat it? Did we, who voted to recede, 
show a desire to defeat it? Certainly not. We 
tried to get it through, but we tried in vain. 
Read the names of those who voted before twelve 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 


Did the member from Alabama show any | 
Did the Senate-show any | 


o'clock, and of those who voted after that hour, | 


and it will be seen who defeated the bill. 


But | 


gentlemen say they had constitutional scruples, | 
Very few expressed such scruples—certainly not | 


more than four or five. 
Georgia [Mr.Gitmer] did express such scruples; 
but he did not remain in the Hall to embarrass 
the business. No, sir, he went out of the door 
and never returned. He went out like an hon- 
orable man, and Jeft others to act, 
yart or lot in the disturbances of that night. 
ives man knows we had a quorum whenever 
we wanted one. There was a quorum when the 
Letcher and Moore resolution was taken up. 
The resolution was to pay Mr. Letcher for his 
services in Congress, to which was added an 
amendment to pay Mr. Moore also; the previous 
question was got on the resolution, which cut off 
i amendment to pay Mr. Moore, and then 
suddenly no quorum was to be found. There 
was another experiment resorted to to get the bill 
through. A call of the House was demanded; 
but the gentleman from New York protested 
against a call, saying, who would answer to their 
names? It was the pride of the party not to an- 
swer to their names. He did not say that gen- | 
tlemen were afraid that the bill would pass, but 
it looked very much like it. When the motion 
was made that the House adjourn, in consequence 
of having finished its busmess, the gentleman 


The gentleman from | 


He had no | 


from New Jersey [Mr. Parker] rose in his place, | 
and said the House had not finished its business; | 


that the fortification bill had not passed; and he 
»srayed the House to take it up and pass it. The 
Jouse had it in its power to have passed the bill 
atthattime. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
rose, and said there was a quorum inthe House, 
and that the bill could be passed; but he was an- 
swered with loud cries of ** order,’’ order!’’ Dis- 
disorder prevailed, and the bill was lost. 

Mr. E. said it was extremely painful to him to 
be compelled to make the remarks which he did. 
He ae not, however, sit still and hear charges 
made against a high-minded, honorable man, and 
that, too, by personified sentiments. It was not 
for him to defend him; his life, his services, and 
his history belonged tothe country. Such charges 
will not shake the firmness of his friends; they 
will rally around him, let who will desert him. 

When Mr. E. concluded his remarks, several 
members rose and addressed the Chair. 

Mr. BYNUM obtained the floor, but the hour 
being late, he moved an adjournment. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


At the request of the Chair, Mr. B.’withdrew 
his motion, and, by unanimous consent, the fol- 
lowing communications were presented by the 
Speaker: 

I. A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting the annual report of the In- 
spectors of the Penitentiary in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was laid on the table, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

Il. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting,in pursuance of a resolution of the House | 
of the 12th instant, a report of the engineer in 
reference to the works at the eastern termination | 


of Lake Erie; which was referred to the Commit- || of Representatives never should make a Presi- 


| dent. He knew that there was an opinion abroad 


tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Ill. A communication from the Postmaster 


| the District of Columbia, reported a bill amend- 


General, transmitting a list of the clerks employed |, 


in his Department, and the compensation of each; || 


which was laid on the table, and ordered to be | 
printed. 

IV. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting a list of pensioners; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

V. A letter from the Secretary of War, com- | 
municating a report, pursuant to the act of May 
1, 1820, from the Second Comptroller, exhibit- 
ing the amount of certain expenditures for the 
year 1835, and the balances on hand at the close 


| ous, Mr. B. feare 


_ twice and committed. 
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The House then (at half past four o’clock, p. 
m.) adjourned. | 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Frinay, January 29, 1836. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James || 


Heron; which was read: twice and committed. 


Mr. STANDEFER, from the Committee on || 


Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- | 
lief of the heirs and legal representatives of Cap- 
tain Pressly Thornton, deceased; which was read 


Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, reported a bill to 
extend the jurisdiction of the corporation of the 
city of Washington; which was read twice and | 
comunitted. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making an ap- 
singe for the Military Academy of the 

Jmited States for the year 1836; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of John Borey; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CHAPIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a@@™@ill for the relief of 
Joseph Prescott; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Committee on 


atory of the act to incorporate the Provident As- | 


the Government of the United States, in the Dis 
trict of Columbia; which was read twice and | 
tommitted. 

Mr. HAWES, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of William Anderson, deceased; | 
which was read twice and committed. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY and DAVIS, from | 
the Committee on Claims; Messrs. STORER, 


30ND, and FRY, from the Committee on Rev- || 


olutionary Pensions; and Mr. LAWLER, from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, made | 
unfavorable reports on various petitions; which 
were laid on the table. 

LOSS OF THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The House resumed the consideration of the | 
following resolution, offered by Mr. Apams on 
Friday last: 

Resolved, That so much of the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to Congress at the commence- | 
ment of the present session as relates to the failure at the | 
last session of Congress of the bill containing the ordinary | 
appropriation for fortifications, be referred to a select com - 
mittee, with instructions to inquire into and report to the 


House the cause and circumstances of the failure of that 
bill. 


The question pending being the amendment of | 


Mr. WixuiaMs, of North Carolina, giving the com- || 


mittee power to send for persons and papers. 
Mr. BYNUM said it was with sincere regret | 
that he found himself compelled to address the 
House on the present occasion; but he had rights 
which he was bound to sustain whenever they | 
were invaded by friend or by enemy. He had | 
not risen for the purpose of making anything like 
an electioneering speech. He protested against | 
electioneering for Presidents in the House, and | 
in every other legislative body. The people of) 
the United States, in their sovereign capacity, 
had the exclusive right to do that; and the House 


that in the Congress of the United States was 
combined the greater part of the intelligence, and 
some had thought that it contained the greater 
part of the virtue of the country; but he was not 
one of those who subscribed to that doctrine. 
He believed there was to be found more virtue | 
and intelligence out of Congress than in it; and | 
he felt proud that it was so. 

So long as the oe were intelligent and virtu- | 


no usurper in the White House; 


| norleague of demagogues inany other branch of the 


Legislature. He would not be the Cato on that 
floor to electioneer for any man for President, nor 











of that year; which was laid on the table, and i did he believe that any effort made there would 
ordered to be printed. 


make one. The present Congress stood redeemed 
on that subject. Not many years since, a Pres- 
ident was attempted to be made in another quarter, 
Denunciations of a serious nature were made 
against him, and the people were called upon to 
sustain them. What did the people say? They 
said, ‘‘A way with your denunciations; we call for 
facts, and will be governed by facts;”’and the people 
did decide. But nothing daunted with that, they 
are trying to play the same game over again. The 
batteries had been opened on that floor, for the 
purpose of firing away on public opinion. He 
came here for the purpose of discharging his dut 
as a Representative of the people, and would do 
that fearlessly; but he did not come here to make 
a President, or to unmake one. The gentleman 
from Virginia had told us, that, upon the issue of 
the question under consideration, depended the 
presidential election. He admitted the superior 
sagacity of that gentleman, but for the life of him 
he could not determine how its termination would 
either make Judge White or Martin Van Buren 
President. The gentleman from Virginia had 
said, that he [Mr. Bynum] had thrown obstacles 
in the way of an examination to prove corruption 
in certain gentlemen of the House. He was ata 
loss to know what the gentleman meant. He 
would go into an investigation as far as that gen- 
tleman dare go. 

Mr. WISE said he did not charge the gentle- 
man with throwing obstacles in his way. The 
gentleman could throw no stumbling block in his 
way. He did say that the gentleman had been 
very particular to say that it was not proved that 


| the House was responsible for the failure of the 
| appropriation bill. 


sociation of Clerks in the civil departments of || that was meant or was not meant; and he was 


He did not know whether 


not disposed to join issue with the gentleman. 

Mr. BYNU! was glad to find that the gentle- 
man did not accuse hin of throwing obstacles in 
his way. He was opposed to no investigation. 
But the gentleman from Virginia had made a 
serious charge against some of the most promi- 
nent members of the House, and against the 
President of the United States. He understood 
the gentleman to say that the $3,000,000 appro- 
priation was procured, or attempted to be pro- 
cured, by certain individuals in the House, for 
secret service money. 

Mr. WISE said he repeated, that he understood 
that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means knew that the President desired it, and 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
had told us that he knew of it; but, instead of 
communicating it to the House officially, the 
only informed a few individuals of it, and told 
them to say nothing about it. 

Mr. BYNUM said the geitleman had not an- 
swered him at all. He would go with the gen- 


| tleman, if he would accept of his feeble someeny 
e 


in the investigation. He asked him again if 
understood him right when he said the appro- 
priation was to be procured for secret service 
money? 

Mr. WISE said he had answered the question, 
and he thought the gentleman from North Car- 
olina was in the secret; but, as he was not, he 
would ask the honorable Speaker of the House, 
who ought to tell; he would ask honorable mem- 
bers of the House if the appropriation was wanted 
for secret service money, or was it wanted for the 
defense of the country: 

Mr. BYNUM said he asked for a direct an- 
swer. He had understood the gentleman to have 
made the assertion directly. Ifthe President had 
attempted to impose on the House for the pur- 
pose of extracting $3,000,000 for secret service 
money, he was for carrying the investigation to 
the White House. He was for probing it to the 
bottom. If he understood the gentleman right, 
he was for purging the House of corruption, and 
the White House for despotism. Mr. B. 8aid he 
had not the ability, he had not the intellectual 
power to do that; and if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had, Judge White might step aside, and he 
would go for him for President, because he could 
do more than any other man in America. But he 
thought he understood the gentleman to oppose 
the resolution under consideration. He thought 
the gentleman ought to have seen the necessity 


of adopting the resolution, or something like it, 
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r the purpose of enabling him to carry on his 
onan The gentleman from Virginia had 
also said that there was a trained band in the 
House, but the gentleman did not tell us who be- 
longed to that trained band. It was buta short 
time since the gentleman professed to belong to 
that same band. 

Mr. WISE said, let me plead not guilty of be- 
longing to that band—never in my life. 

Mr. BYNUM said that the gentleman had been 
elected by professing to belong to that party; and 
if Mr. B. understood him rightly, he was favor- 
able tothe principles of the present Administra- 
tion, and came to Congress a supporter of the 
President; and he appealed to the members who 
were in Congress at that time to sustain him in 
the assertion. 

Mr. WISE said, when he spoke of the trained 
band, he meant the trained band of the party on 
the night of the 3d of March, 1835; and he begged 
leave to make a distinction between the friends of 
the President and the friends of the party. 

Mr. BYNUM said he confessed that the gentle- 
man had got into an inexplicable difficulty. He 
had divided the friends of the President from the 
friends of the party. He saw that the gentle- 
man’s perspicacity was too keen for him to follow. 
The gentleman had stated, in the commencement 
of his harangue, that he would tell the whole 
truth; but he had not told us that there were 

residential partisans on the other side of the 
Sena. There were other parties besides the 
Van Buren party. There were a number of gen- 
tlemen elected under the influence of the Presi- 
dent’s name, but when they came to Congress 
they were suddenly changed to the other side. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. B. was proceeding in his remarks, when 

Mr. ASHLEY moved that the House proceed 
to the orders of the day. 

Some conversation took place between Messrs. 
WHITTLESEY, BELL, PATTON, WISE, 
PEYTON, ADAMS, EVANS, and the CHAIR, 
as to the right of the gentleman from Missouri 
to submit the motion for the orders of the day, 








the House having suspended the rules, in order | 


to enable the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
introduce the resolution under discussion. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion was 
in order, and that the pending debate, under the 
rules, could only be continue 
vote of two thirds. 

Mr. WISE then moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of permitting the dicussion on the 
resolution to 
and nays on his motion; which were ordered, 
and were as follows, . 


YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Bell, Bond, Bunch, John | 
Calhoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carter, Childs, Nathaniel | 


H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Cushing, Denny, Rice Gar- 
land, Granger, Grayson, Griffin, Hammond, Hardin, Har- 
f, a Jarvis, Lincoln, Love, Sampson Mason, 
faury, McComas, McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Mercer, 


Miller, Milligan, Muhlenburg, Franklin Pierce, Pettigrew, | 


Peyton, Rencher, Robinson, Russell, Shields, Spangler, 


| 
Storer, Waddy Thompson, White, Lewis Williams, and || this day, | 
Mr. ADAMS said, that the House had already 


Wise—48. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Anthony, Ash, 
Ashley, Banks, Barton, Beale, Bean, Beaumont, Boon, 
Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Burns, By- 
num, William B. Calhoun, Carr, Casey, George Chambers, 


John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. || 


Claiborne, Coles, Conner, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crane, 
Cushman, Davis, Deberry, Philemon Dickerson, Dickson, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Effner, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, Far- 


lin, Fowler, French, Fry, PhiloC. Fuller, William K. Fuller, | 


James Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Joseph Hail, Hamer, it 

Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, 


Joseph Jackson, Janes, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. John- | 


son, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W.Jones, Benja- 
min Jonés, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Lawrence, Gideon 
Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan Loyall, Lucas, 
Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, May, McKim, McLene, Montgomery, 


ee, 


Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, 
Pinckney, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Ripley, Roane, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Williain B. 


at that time by a| 


rogress, and called for the yeas | 


annegan, Hard, Harlan, | 


nN RA 


| 











| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


|| was carried—ayes 62, noes 59. 


‘ 


} 





Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Sloane, Smith, | 


Sprague, Standefer, Steele, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
John Thomson, Toucey, T 

wood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Washing- 
ton, Weeks, Whittlesey, and Williams—160. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 


| t 
owns, Turner, Turrill, Under- | 


read the third time and passed : 


Jardella; 
William Findlay; 


the District of Columbia; 


representatives of Jacob Eyerly; 


Wille Blount; 


Thomas Beaucham. 


vote on the passage of the bill for the relief of 
Nathaniel P. Tatum; which motion was post- | 
poned until Friday next. 


order to enable him to submit a motion for an || 


adjournment over to Monday. Lost—84 to 61; | 
two thirds being requisite. 


} 
} 


| 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Owens, Page, Parker, Patterson, \| 
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—— Sreesoocere a 
Engrossed bills of the following titles were then | Commerce, made a report, accompanied by a 


A bill for the relief of James Tilford: 
A bill forthe relief of Pierce and Van Voorhees; || 
A bill for the relief Joseph Cooper; 

A bill for the relief of Putman F. Townsley; | 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Franzoni and } 


| 
1 
| 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


A bill for the relief of Marinus W. Gilbert; | 
A bill for the relief of Richard Hardesty; || 
A bill for the relief of David Bartlett; 
A bill for the relief of William Baker, of New | 


York; 


A bill for the relief of Doctor William Baker, of 


A bill for the relief of Daniel Whitney; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Dodge; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan P. Tatum; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Stickney; | 
A bill for the relief of John McDonnell; 
A bill for the relief of ae sen:; | 


A bill for the relief of John Pollock; 
A bill for the relief of Daniel Homans; 
A bill for the relief of Owen Rice, and others, 


A bill for the relief of Lieutenant Washington || 


Seawell; 1 ( es of Am 
| the President of the United States be authorized to cause 


A bill for the relief of Russ and Roach; | 
A bill for the relief of Jane Taylor and children; || 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of || 


A bill for the relief of Laurentius M. Eiler; 
A bill for the relief of Moses Bliss; | 
A bill for the relief of David S. Campbell; 
A bill for the relief of Saunders and Putnam; | 
A bill for the relief of the executors of Charles | 


| Wilkins; | 


A bill for the relief of Stephen Crittenden; 1] 
A bill for the relief of Jacob B. Gilbert; | 
A bill for the relief of Joel Sartain; and 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to reconsider the 


Mr. HAWES moved to suspend the rules in | 


Mr. ANTHONY moved an adjournment; which 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


: i| , 
Sarurpar, January 30, 1836. '| Executive to know whether, under the former 


The question of order arising on the oon | 
I 


from a decision of the Chair, taken by Mr. || 
Apams on the presentation of a petition praying 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, having been postponed to 





decided the question Of appeal upon another peti- 
tion. He should, therefore, move to lay his mo- 
tion on the table. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
BRIGGS, ADAMS, and the CHAIR, Mr. 
ADAMS withdrew his appeal, and the question | 
on the reception of the petition was laid over to | 
Monday. | 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to accept the 
service of volunteers. 

The bill was read twice; and, on motion by | 
Mr. Jounson, committed to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

j 
| 
i 





Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 


oe Lee; which was read twice and com- 


mitte 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Invalid || 


Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | 
pea Cole; which was read ete taeel com- | 
mitted. 


Mr. PINCKNEY, from the Committee on 


‘ 


|| refuse to vote for this resolution, because, bY the 
| bill passed the other day the President o 


| tinction. 
| he thought some discretion should bevested in 
| 


| return to their homes. 


_ resolution, on the subject of weights and measures; 
| which was committed to the Commitiee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 


rinted. 


Mr. WILLIAM B. SHEPARD, from the 


Committee on the District of Columbia, reported 
| the following bills; which were read twice and 
committed: A bill to amend an act to incorporate 
| the Medical Society of the District of Columbia; 
| and a bill relating to the orphans’ court of Alex- 
andria county, in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John F. 
Wiley; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 

rivate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Louis Durett; which was read twice and com- 


mitted. 


Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 


| Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 


James Stevens; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 
SUFFERERS IN FLORIDA. 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, asked the consent 
of the House to submit the following joint reso- 


}} lution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That 


rations to be delivered from the pubiic stores to the unfor- 
tunate sufferers who have been driven from their homes by 
Indian depredations in Florida, until they can be reéstab- 


|| lished in their possessions, and enabled to procure provis- 
| ions for the sustenance of themselves and families. 
it 


Objections being made, Mr. WHITE moved 
to suspend the rules, in order to enable him to 


| submit his proposition; which was agreed to. 


The resolution was then read. 

Mr. WHITE said it was not his intention to 
occupy the time of the House further than to say 
that five hundred families were, by the last ac- 


| counts, driven from their homes, and were utterly 


destitute. He could not persuade himself that 
there was a member on that floor who would 


the 
United States had no power to afford the relief 
contemplated and so imperiously needed. He 
would take that opportunity to express his grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the unanimity, the 
almost unexampled unanimity displayed on that 
occasion; and he hoped the same feeling would 
be displayed on the present. Mr. W. then went 


| on to describe the late action in Florida, and the 


situation of the inhabitants there, substantially 


|| the same as has heretofore appeared in the papers 
|| of the day, and moved that the resolution be en- 
|| grossed for a third reading. 


Mr. W. added that he had called upon the 


appropriation, he considered himself authorized 
to give the order required by this resolution, and 


| the President answered he could not, but that it 


would afford him great pleasure to give the order 
if Congress would give him authority to do so. 
Under these circumstances Mr. W. felt the ne- 
cessity of pressing the passage of the resolution 
without delay. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY did not design to oppose 
the resolution, though he would remark that the 
power had been before assumed by the officers 
of the Government, particularly in the case of 
Michigan Territory, but he could not avoid sayin 
he thought the resolution was too indefinite, an 
made provision equally for the distressed and the 
wealthy, where he thought there should be a dis- 
It was also indefinite as to time, and 


the Executive as to when the sufferers should 
So long as they were in 
indigent circumstances, for one he was desirous 
to give them provision from the public stores, 
| but while the House did that, ~ ought to guard 
| and protect itself from abuse. He hoped, there- 
| fore, that the gentleman from Florida would him- 
self propose an amendment to the resolution, so 
as to limit its operation to those who were unable 
to provide for ioaiaaticads and either fix a time, 
or leave it to the discretion of the Executive, when 
it should cease. 





Mr. BOON was not opposed in principle to the 
relief sought for, but he really thought the latter 
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clause of the resolution entirely too indefinite. 
The peorle of Florida were to be provided for 
until they should be able to sustain themselves. 
It seemed to him that sueh a clause as that was 
little short of making life pensioners, for some 
of them might say they were never able to sus- 
tain themselves. He would not go so far as to 
say this would be the case, but that the clause 
was open to that objection was obvious. 

Mr. BEALE moved to strike out all after the 
word “ possessions.”” 
Mr. WHITE assented to that as a modification 
of the resolution, and moved a limitation in the 
following words: “* Or so long as the President 
shall consider it necessary.” | 
Mr. PARKER would still suggest that the 
time be made more definite—say two or three 


i 





He felt as much for those sufferers as any other 
man, but he deemed it worthy of consideration, 
that we should not act without a precedent. He 
thought the House ought to refleet, and take time 
to consider the matter; and he therefore hoped 
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1 
| 


the consideration of the resolution might be laid | 


over at least till Monday next. 
Mr. PATTON was glad the gentleman from 


| short what he intended to say. 


Maine had made the inquiry; but it was neces- | 


months, when the present necessity would either || 


be relieved, or Congress have had an opportunity 
to net advisedly upon the subject. 
Mr. WHITE hoped the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. Parker] would not press such an 
amendment, for it was impossible to say how 
long these people might be kept from their houses. 
The last ree informed us, that more than five 
hundred families were now in this distressed situa- 
tion, already reduced almost to a state of starva- 
tion, and the officers of the United States had no 
power to relieve them. General Scott was on his 
way to the scene of warfare, and the most effective 
measures would be adopted by the Government 
to put down the Indians; but it was impossible | 
to caleul:.te how long it would take todo so. He 
hoped the resolution would not be delayed; and 
he was sure that, in confiding the subject to the 
present Chief Magistrate, he would provide for 
the sufferers only so long as they should be really | 
in want of it. 
Mr. PARKER would still suggest to the gen- 
tleman to modify his resolution by some limita- 
tion as to time. Mr. P. did not desire to throw 
any obstacle in the way of its passage; but, on 
the contrary, to facilitate it by rendering it free | 
from objection. He presumed, of course, there | 
were only the quantity of rations sent for the | 
troops now there, and it might be that the call, in | 
consequence of this resolution, would be the 
means of reducing the army itself toa state of 
starvation. He was willing to vote for any spe- 


cific measure for the relief of the inhabitants of || being made to it. While a newspaper discussion || 


sary to make still further inquiry—not whether 
there was any preeedent for such resolution, but 
whether there was any principle upon which it 
could be sustained. He believed that there was 
no coneeivable object, no motion for which gen- 
tlemen might not find a precedent, or make an 
argument which would afford a precedent. It) 
seemed to him that, instead of searching after 
precedents—instead of being carried away with 
sympathetic appeals, we ought to look to prece- 
dents as beacons of warning. A savage war had 
broken out, carrying with it all the calamities 
which war usually brought, and a proposition | 
brought before Congress, not only te take away 
the public stores from their proper destination, 
but that it shall provide means of sustaining those 
people who have suffered from the calamity, until 
they shall be restored to their possessions. He 
admitted that the exigencies of the ease might 
demand something tobe done for their relief: but | 
we ought to be careful how we dispose of the | 
public property. It was but a few years ago 
when the bill for the relief of the inhabitants on | 
the Niagara frontier was before the House, and 


a 





January 30, 
war, while we have war enough of our own u 

our hands. The sustupiod on our 8. eg 
women and children are ienglinaneds and death 
and devastation are scattered along the plain; and 
the Government have been silent. He would not 
have said thus much if the gentleman had not cut 
| wha ed to If he understood 
the situation of Florida, it was but sparsely get- 
tled, and had no fertile and luxuriant country 
surrounding it, as was the case on the Niagara 
frontier; and when those sufferers had been driven 


from their hames by a savage foe, they had to 


fall in with the army for protection; and, unless 


\the arm of Government was extended to their 


relief, they must mevitably starve. He wanted 
no precedent in legislating for a suffering people. 


| He believed the Constitution provided for the re- 
| lief and protection of the citizens of the United 
States; and when that protection was extended 
the people would feel that they were members of 


one common Ps 
Mr. LANE said he regretted the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Graneer,] for whom he 


entertained the kindest feclings of respect, had 


not sought a more fit oceasion to indulge in bitter 


/remarks against the Executive and those who 


sustain him in this House. The resolution has 
for its ohject the immediate relief of the citizens 


_of Florida, whose country has been desolated, 
| whose houses and property have been destroyed, 


it was opposed by many of the most talented men || 


then in Congress. It eventually passed for their 


lief, but with such restrictions and limitations as | calling for action and unanimity, the honorable 


made it entirely free from objections. Every one 
must agree, that everything should be done which 
can safely be done for the relief of the people of 
Florida; but before we do it we ought to ex- 


/amine the resolution, so that we may not go be- | 


| 


Florida, and he would recommend the introduc- | 


tion of a bill for $50,006 at once for that purpose. | 
Mr. EVERETT wished the resolution amended | 

so as to include the friendly Indians in its bene- 

fits, a considerable body of whom, he was given | 


to understand, had ewe our forces. 
Mr. WHITE said he would accept.such a mod- | 


_the House, on its own responsibility, stepped 


| although no requisition had been made by the 


ification, but that the friendly Indians now re- || 


ceived rations from the army, with whom they 
were operating, as they had iodkined war against 
the hostile ve The former, however, were 
only a small body, amounting to about sixty in 
number, and not so large a force as the gentleman 


eens. 
r. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, proposed a | 
further amendment, to insert after 6 hl word *‘ suf- 
ferers,’’ ‘*who are unable to provide for them- 
selves.’’ 
Mr. BOON suggested that the adoption of this 
amendment would present a difficulty in conse-| 
quence of the want of a tribunal. 
Mr. WHITE remarked, that he would we 
y | 


the amendment if the spirit of it was not alre 
sufficiently provided for in the resolution. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, said it was || gone. There was no fault wit 


nor with the War Department, nor with the Com- 


well known that there were sufferers to a certain 
extent,and it should be the objectof Congress to 
afford them relief; but, then, relief should only | 
extend to those who were unable to provide for | 
themselves. He wanted to restrict the commis- | 
sary from issuing rations but to those only who | 


i 
| 
i 


had suffered, and were without the means of re- | 


lieving themselves. The resolution, as it stood, | 


was too general, and a hundred thousand might | 


get the benefit of it, rich as well as poor. 


count, 


the very first document sentin. They had also 


| occurred in the Senate the’ other day, those doc- 


} 


, would say that the history of the nation presented | 


yond what we are called upon by our oaths to 
sanction. 

Mr. GRANGER said, that in the little time he 
had been in Congress there was nothing which 
had gratified him so much as the prompt manner 
in which the House had stepped forth in making 
appropriations for carrying on the war in Flor- 
ida, and that, too, without any communication 


had been going on, as to whether censure should | 
rest with the Departments of the General Gov- | 
ernment, for the breaking out of the Indian war, 


forth to make provision for carrying on that war, 


Chief Magistrate. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained. He thought 
great injustice had been done to the Departments 
by the press and elsewhere in relation to this | 
subject. The House had received information 
from the War Department, and they acted upon 


received a subsequent communication from the | 
same Department, with all the documents in rela- 
tion to this Indian war. Mr. C. had seen, with 
very great surprise, that, from the debate which 


uments did not go with the bill from that House. 
He could only say, they came into the House 
with the bill; they contained every detail, and all 
the circumstances relating to this war; and if they 
did not go to the Senate with the bill, he was 
greatly surprised at it, for they ought to have 
the Executive, 





mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GRANGER resumed. He said, if the 
gentleman had heard him out, he would have 
found that the President would not have been cen- 
sured; but as he had chose to challenge it, he | 


nothing like the silence of the Executive on the | 
subject. He would say that, while the halls of 


| Congress had been ringing with eulogiums of the | 
The amendment was then agreed to without a | 


Mr. PARKS asked, whether there was any | 
precedent for such resolution? It seemed to him | 
to be important that they should not establish | 
precedents which might be the means of taking || 
away thousands and millions from our treasury. || been engaged in hunting up pretexts for a foreign | 


resent Administration, and while searches had | 

een made after the bones of dead bills, no com- 
munication had been laid before the House in re- 
lauon to the Seminole war, whether as a commu- | 
nication from the Secretary of War, or from the 
chairmen of any of the committees. We have | 


by an unexpected savage war upon its innocent 
and defenseless inhabitants—men, women, and 


|| children, in a state of starvation—a scene that 


can but call for the commiseration of every sym- 
pathetic bosom. Yes, sir, upon this resolution, 


gentleman from New York has deemed it his duty 
| to arraign the Executive for neglect of duty, for 
being deaf to the cries of women and children, 
| while the scalping-knife is urged to its bloody 


office—that this House, instead of suppressing 


this war, and defending the country, have been 


seeking other cause of war, and hunting for the 
buried of the last session. Mr. Speaker, with 
what justice are those chargesmade? The hon- 


| orable gentleman from Florida [Mr. Wurre] has 
_informed the House again and again, that the 


| 
' 
| 
j 
} 
| 





| remarks of the honorable 


President of the United States has promptly done 
all in his power to suppress the savage and relieve 
the country. And whenever the subject has been 
presented to this House, it has been taken up and 
acted upon with a promptness unknown to legis- 
lation. To consider the present resolution, the 
rules of the House have been suspended. No 
matter, however, what the subject or the occasion, 
a dash ot the Executive or his friends is to be 
expected from some one of the Opposition. Sir, 
if ever there was a time or an occasion in legis- 
lation when men might indulge in all the nobler 
feelings of the soul—when, to pause for prece- 
dents in legislation, or to consult the letter of the 
Constitution, would be cruel—this is that time 
and that occasion. If ought could have dried up 
the cree of my heart, always, and I trust 
ever will be, open to the cries of distress, the 
entleman from New 


York would have done it. ut he trusted neither 


the injustice of the remarks nor the spirit of 


party 1twas so well calculated to awaken, will 
influence a single vote on the adoption of the res- 
olution. 

Mr. HOLSEY said, when a suffering people 
had been driven from their homes and left without 
the means of sustaining themselves, that then it 
was the duty of the Government to extend to 
them relief. Inthe present case, the inhabitants 
of a portion of Florida were cut off by the savages 
from any settlement where they could have an 
opportunity of supporting themselves by their 


| own exertions, and surrounded on all parts bya 


wilderness. Insuch state of the case he considered 
it to be the duty of the Government to support 
those people until they could be restored to their 
homes. tr the inhabitants of Florida had been 
thrown back on a frontier teeming with all the 
luxuries of the earth, then the application of the 
strength given them by their Creator would have 
been sufficient for their sustenance without the 
aid of Government. If the inhabitants had been 
thrown on the frontiers of Georgia and Alabama, 
then we might apply the principle of the gentle- 
man from Virgima, [Mr. Parron.] There are 
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about five hundred soldiers in that country, and 
they cannot procure the necessaries of life; and 
when men, with arms in their hands, cannot pro- 
cure subsistence, how was it to be supposed that 
the suffering inhabitants could survive without 
the aid of the Government? A Government that 
will not extend protection and relief to its own 
citizens is unworthy the name of a government. 

Mr. HAWES proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out the word ‘ sufferers,”’ and 
inserting in lieu thereof ‘* women, children, and | 
men, unable to bear arms.’’ 

Mr. H. said, it would be apparent that his ob- 
ject was to confine the operation of the resolution 
to those who were incapable of bearing arms in 
defense of their country. If individuals capable 
of bearing arms weee in the field, rations would 
be issued to them as a matter of course, and they 
should be nowhere but in the field of battle in 
defense of their firesides and their homes. Feed 
men up and stuff them with rations, and my word 
for it (said Mr. H.) there is no fighting; but 
let them depend upon themselves; let them have 
the soldier’s rations as the soldier gets them in 
the field; let them be hungry at times, and then 
they will fight fast enough. Those who were 
unable to arm in defense of their country he 
would relieve; those capable of bearing arms 
should earn their rations by being found on the 
field of battle. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he wished to relieve these 
people from their deplorable condition, but was | 
not willing to violate the Constitution, or trans- 
cend the powers of the Government about it. He | 
should never give a vote predicated on the idea || 
that this House was acharitable institution. He | 
had often felt his heart warmed with the mere | 
imagination of what he would do for the relief | 
of the suffering, were these splendid resources | 
his. They not being his to dispose of, he could 
give nothing from them on the ground of sympa- 
thy or charity. This Government is bound to | 
protect its citizens against invading enemies—the 
people of Florida, = as much as any others— 
no more,no less. If, from the suddenness of the 
attacks, or want of men or arms, we are not 
able to protect them in their houses and at home, 
where we are bound to do it, we must do it 
when we can. ‘Take them under the immediate | 
wing of the army. This protection must be real 
—not only from the tomahawk and scalping knife, 
but from inevitable starvation caused by the 
enemy. The richest man might starve, if chased 





The time might yet come when the country would | 
see which would and which would not be ready | 
and willing to step forward in her defense. 
With regard to the resolution, he hoped it would | 
be adopted immediately. He did not know that | 
it was actually necessary, for, if the Commissary | 
General, or the person authorized to issue rations, 
had acted as Mr. G. would have done under the 
same circumstances, he had not waited for any 
reliminary action on the part of the Government. 
f the necessities of the inhabitants demanded it, 
he should, without consulting any Department of 
the Government, promptly have dealt outto them, 
trusting to the magnanimity and liberality of the 
Government for his vindication. The case, how- 
ever, would be hopeless should this resolution be 
delayed or rejected. The knowledge of such a 
disposition of it would reach that section of the 
ere in a short time, and the consequence 
would be, that those who had charge of the public 
supplies there would refuse all aid; for they would 
say Congress had refused them the power; or, if 
they did, they must do it at their own expense. 
He hoped, therefore, that there would be no 
further delay. There could be no necessity for 
postponing it. It was a plain question which 
needed no time for reflection, and he felt perfectly 


vision of the Constitution. 
Mr. BOND had no recollection (he said) of any 
communications to the House on the subject of 


they were. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, rose again, (he said,) 
not to protract the debate, but to — to those 
gentlemen who intended voting for the resolution 
to do so without further discussion. He had hoped 
this was one of the very last subjects on which a 
debate could have been gotten up. He would say 
| of the Government, that since the war had broken 
out, every measure which. could be taken by the 
Government had been taken by the President and 
by the Seeretary of War. This was a matter of 
justice which he took pleasure in stating. But, 
with respect to the war itself, he begged to say 
| that the people of Florida had, in no manner, any 
connection whatever with it. 


ment with the Seminole Indians, for their removal 
west of the Mississippi. 





| another year, which agreement those Indians re- 
| fused to abide by, and thus commenced this war 
into the wilderness by the scalping knife. Shall || upon the defenseless inhabitants of Florida. Mr. 
we be bound to save he from the scalping-knife, | W. then again reiterated the desolations com- 
and let him starve in the wilderness before he can | mitted by the Indians, and referred to the case of 
return to his means? If these people are driven 
from their homes by an invading foe, and unable | 
to sustain themselves in any other way, I feel 
confident it is our literal duty to defend them in 
that way; not only from death at the hand of the | 
savage, but from starvation, the immediate con- 
sequence of the pursuit of the savage; and if the 
resolution as now framed shall be altered so as || 
that none will be provided for but such as we 
are bound to defend, and cannot otherwise de- 
fend, and who cannot protect or provide for 
themselves, I will vote for it. 
Mr. GLASCOCK had hoped, at least, that, 
upon a subject like this, nothing would have trans- 
ired to have disturbed the harmony of this de- 
ate, and that they should have had immediate 
action uponit. He regretted that anything should 
have been thrown out in the way of censure upon 
the Government; and he had no hesitation in 
expressing his firm belief that, so far as related to 
depredations in Florida, and all which had grown 
out of it, no department of the Government was 
in as way to blame. He believed that, through- 
out the whole transaction, each department had 
faithfully performed its duty. Mr. G. felt but 
little disposed to say anything on a question like 
that; nor should he have said a word but for the 
remarks of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Gnrancer.| He would, however, tell that gentle- 
man that, whatever he might suppose to influence 
the members of the Administration on questions 
of this kind; yet if a war came, whether foreign, 
domestic, or otherwise, the friends of the Admin- 
istration would be found as ready and as willing 
to protect the Government and their fellow-citi- 
zens as any of the gentlemen of the opposite side. | 


cedent, for it embraced the operation of this res- 

| olution under a general law for suppressing hos- 
tilities. 

Mr. TURRILL did not rise to diseuss this 


subject, but merely to mae a few remarks, that 


was about to give. 


to provoke such a discussion. 
him correctly, (said Mr. T.,) the honorable 
tleman commenced his remarks by saying 


it was evident that now was not the time to 


unfortunate state of things in Florida. He be- 


inquiry ought to be left foranother occasion; and, 
sir, (said Mr. T.,) for the last two or three days, 
whenever this subject has been before the House, 
the honorable gentleman has repeatedly stated, 
and with great emphasis too, that the citizens of 
Florida have been placed in their present unfor- 
tunate situation by the acts of this Government, 
and without any fault ef theirown. Mr. T. said, 
if he voted for the resolution, he should not do so 
because he believed the Executive justly charge- 





because he supposed the citizens of Florida had 
any peculiar claims. 


GLOBE. 


satisfied, in his own mind, conflicted with no pro- || 


this loan, and he should be glad to know what | 


It was a war grow- | 
ing entirely out of a treaty made by the Govern- | 


A complaint was made | 
by the Indians, and the Government gave them | 


| the Michigan boundary, which was a strong pre- | 


i he might be distinetly understood in the vo‘e he | 
With the honorable gentle- | 
man from Florida, he sincerely hoped that a party || 
discussion would notagain grow out of any prop- |, 
osition similar to the one before the House. Such || 
a discussion was at all times to be deprecated, || 
and it was to be hoped thatthe honorable gentle- | 
man hereafter would not adopt a course calculated 
If 1 understand | 
ene |} 
that, 
whatever may have been the fault of Government, || 
| inquire into the causes which have produced the | 


| lieved, however, that it was due to his cunstit- | 
uents that the inquiry should be made; but that | 


155 


< 











Mr. WHITE explained. He did not say that 
any fault rested with the Government or its De- 
partments. He said they had taken every meas- 
ure they could since the hostilities had broken 
out. He was not prepared to speak of anything 
before that; but that it was due to his constituents 
that investigation should be made. 

Mr. TURRILL said, that after what had fallen 
from the honorable gentleman from Florida, dur- 
ing this debate, taken in connection with the at- 
tack made by his colleague [Mr. Grancer} upon 
the Administration, if he were to vote for the res- 
olution without giving any explanation, it might 
be construed into a tacit admission that there 
was some foundation for the charges which have 
been preferred against the Executive Department 
of the Government. Mr. T. felt as much sym- 
pathy for the unfortunate sufferers as the honor- 
able gentleman from Florida, and would go as 
far as any gentleman to extend to them that 
prompt and efficient relief which their peculiar 
situation demands, but he should not vote for the 
resolution, because he supposed that the Gov- 
ernment was in fault, or because he believed the 
situation of the citizens of Florida to be such as 
to place them ina relation to the Government 
different from that of all other pioneers along our 
western frontiers, Whose spirit of enterprise has 
stimulated them, with the Saame of gain, to press 
their settlements into the wilderness, where sav- 
age tribes still linger. They locate with a full 
knowledge of the hardships and privations, of the 
difficulties and dangers they have to encounter; 
they are all alike entitled to the protection of the 
Government, and the citizens of Florida had no 
peculiar claims over other pioneers, 

Mr. T. said the House ought not to act upon 
the impulse of the moment without some inves- 
, tigation. He apprehended that the true state of 
things in Florida was not correctly understood, 
He believed that the numerical strength of the 
hostile foree was greatly overrated. It would be 
| found, that instead of having been remiss the Ex- 
ecutive had done more, much more than the exi- 
gencies seemed to require. Long since, and 
before any serious apprehensions were enter- 
tained, even in Florida, that there would be any 
hostile movements by the Seminoles, fourteen 
companies of regular troops were placed at the 
disposal of General Clinch. lp addition to this 
that officer was authorized by the President to call 
upon the Governor of Florida for any force which 
might be necessary to meet any emergency, and 
by a prompt and decisive blow to put an effect- 
ual termination to hostilities, should the Indians 
attempt to make war upon the inhabitants, Or- 
ders had also been given to eall upon the Gov- 
ernors of Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina, 

for any additional force that might be required 

The time has been when seven hundred undisei- 
| plined nfilitia, under a skillfal commander, con- 
tended successfully against this very tribe of In- 
dians; and Mr. T. said, from the best information 
he could obtain, he was satisfied that at the battle 
of Withlacoochie there were troops enough in 
sight to have gained a decisive victory—a victory 
which would have put anend to the war; but, for 
some cause or other, the militia did net cross the 
small creek which separated them from the battle- 
ground, They remained idle spectators of the 
bloody contest. There has (said Mr. T.) been no 
fault, I repeat—no omission of duty on the part 
| of the Executive; all has been done, and more 
than could have been expected or required. If 
| censure is merited, it must rest elsewhere, and not 
'on the Executive. In voting for the resolution, 
he would do so, because he believed that the relief 
asked for should be granted in all cases where 
| citizens have been expelled from their homes, and 
| made penniless by any hostile force. 

|| Mr. HARPER could not permit himself to 
| doubt that this resolution would pass unani- 
|| mously, and he was astonished that anything like 
|| party discussion should have grown out of such 
|| a subject as this. He would not stop to inquire 
|| who was right or who was wrong. Precedents 
|| were numerous; and it was only yesterday that 
| they passed a bill to pay a man in Virginia for a 
|| barn which had been destroyed in the late war. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


able with any, the slightest omission of duty, or.|| He reférred to this case the more because it was 


|| the most reeent, and to draw the attention of the 
‘gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Patron} to it. 
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Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, then moved the 


previous question. ’ 

Mr. PARKS raised the question of order, 
whether the resolution, being one of appropria- 
tion, must not pass through the forms necessary 
for all appropriations, viz: that it could not be 
passed on the day of its introduction, and must 
first be considered in Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIR decided otherwise, on the ground 
that it was not an original appropriation, but 
directed the application of a sum already appro- 
priated,; whereupon eh 

Mr. PARKS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and after a few words from Mr. MANN, 
of New York, in support of the Chair’s decision, 
and Mr. PARKS against it, the decision of the 
Speaker was sustained by the House. 

The previous question was then seconded— 
ayes 95, noes 56; and the main question, which 
was on the engrossment of the resolution as mod- 
ified and amended, was then ordered to be put; 
and on the main question 

Mr. PINCKNEY asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and the result was—yeas 178, 
nays 14. 

So the resolution was ordered to be engrossed; 
and the same having been engrossed, was then 
read the third time and passed. 

Engrossed bills of the following titles were read 
the third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Cullumber; 

A bill for the relief of Abner Stelson; 

A bill for the relief of the Springfield Manu- 
facturing Company; and 


A bill for the relief of James M. Suttle. 


On motion by Mr. CRAIG, the House ad- 
journed, 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 1, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, made in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the last session, 
relative to the claim of the heirs of Silas Elliott, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Philadel- 
phia, soliciting the attention of Congress to that 
important public work, the breakwater in the 
Delaware bay, and praying that such appropria- 
tions shall be made as to insure its completion; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of New Orleans, praying for an appro- 
priation for a light-house on Lake Ponchartrain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. NAUDAIN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Arnold; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. TYLER presented the petition of George 
Smith, of Winchester; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Delaware, praying that New Castle 
may be made a port of entry; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH presented the petition 
of George W. Howard, late a lieutenant of the 
Baltimore 


Great Britain; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, q 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Julian 
Chasiellan and others, of New York; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the 
petitions of sundry citizens of New York, prayiag 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was laid on the table. Also, the petition 
of sundry merchants of the same city in behalf 
of certain officers of the customs, particularly the 
weighers and measurers, praying for an increase 
of their compensation; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petitions of sun- 
dry merchants of Rhode Island, praying indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of the heirs 


tilemen, who was wounded at the | 
battle of North Point during the last war with | 
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of Colonel Philip Johnson, of New Jersey, who 
_ was killed at the battle of Long Island; which 


_ was referred to the Committee on Military Af- | 


| fairs. 

| Mr. EWING, of Illinois, presented the pe- 
| tition of sundry citizens of Illinois, praying for 
| the establishment of a new post route; which was 
_ referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 

Post Roads. 

| Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 
| Samuel White, of Vermont, a surgeon of the 
revolutionary Army; and also the petition of 
Philip Taylor; both of which were referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

| Mr. TAYLOR presented the petition of the 
Eastern Branch Bridge Company, praying thata 


was referred tothe Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
the Rev. Bishop White, and the rector and church- 
wardens of church, Philadelphia, praying 
permission to import a bell for said church, dut 
free, to replace one that has been broken; Which 





| was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


| 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of sundry citizens of Alabama, protesting 
against any treaty being made with the Chero- 
kees recognizing reservations, as detrimental to 
the settlers on the public lands, and producing no 
| benefit to the Indians themselves; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


| CAPTAIN NATHAN HALE. 


Mr. NILES presented the petition of sundr 
citizens of New Haven, Connecticut, setting forth 
the extraordinary services, the great merits, and 
the untimely fate of Captain Nathan Hale of the 
revolutionary army, and praying that a mon- 
ument may be erected to his memory. 

Mr. N. said, I hold in my hand two petitions 
| signed by some of the first citizens of Connecti- 
cut; among the names are six gentlemen who have 
been members of Congress, the Chief Justice, and 
Governor of the State. These petitions present, 


law may be passed to regulate their tolls; which || 


for the consideration of Congress, the extraordi- | 


nary services and untimely and melancholy fate 
of Nathan Hale, a youthful patriot of the Rev- 


_ olution, praying Congress to erect a moument to 
_his memory near the sepulcher of his fathers. 


I understand that a similar petition was pre- 
sented to the last Congress, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, who reported fa- 


| of Captain Hale; but deemed it inexpedient then 


to recommend any action on the part of Congress. 
But at this time, when a cloud hangs over our 
country, when we are threatened with the long 


| sword of France, when there is some danger—I 


sent these petitions. I had thoug 
fora ten committee, but fearing that may be || 
| deeme 


trust not much—of our being involved in war, 
there may, perhaps, be more disposition to cher- 


ish, in the breasts of American youths, that spirit | 
of patriotism, that devotion to country, and that | 
love of fame which constitute so large a portion 


of the means of national defense. 
However this may be, it is 7 dut 
it 


as asking too much, I shall move a refer- 


ence to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 


have to beseech that committee to give to the sub- 
ject further consideration. 


to pre-_ 
s of moving | 


Was it not that a petition on this subject ap- | 


— have been presented to the Senate the 
ast session, | should suppose that honorable 
Senators might inquire who is Nathan Hale? As 
this is acase of somewhat an unusual character, 


1 hope to be excused for offering a few sugges- 


tions on the subject. 

Captain Hale was one of those youthful patri- 
ots and heroes, who, when the first gun was fired 
in a neighboring colony, when the first blood of 


‘| and resolutions of the Genera 
_ vorably in respect to the facts,and the great merits | 


furrow, where it remained until he returned from 
the war. Further west, in the towns on the Con- 
necticut river, this news was received on the Sab- 
bath, and during the hours of public worship. Ip 
many instances, notwithstanding the devotional 
character of that people, the public worship was 
suspended and the meetings enieak, In other 
places, individuals more ardent than others pro- 
cured drums, and appearing in front of the 
| church, beat the drum as a signal to arms; when, 
| sir, it might be truly said that there were no Sab- 
| baths in revolutionary times. 

Among the youth who were aroused by these 
appeals was Nathan Hale, then only twenty years 
of age, and a recent graduate at Yale College. He 
received a lieutenant’s commission, and during 
his service at Boston was promoted to the rank 
of a captain, in Colonel Webb’s regiment. He 
accompanied the American army to New York, 
and such was the confidence which General Wash- 
ington had in his valor and discretion, that he 
selected him for the hazardous and difficult enter- 

rise of passing within the enemy’s lines on Long 
Island, to ascertain their situation and designs, 

This was an enterprise in which no laurels were 
| to be won, and great risk incurred. But it was 
readily accepted by Captain Hale. He performed 
his mission, and had got nearly back to his quar- 
ters, when he was stopped by a picket guard, and 
being recognized by a former friend, he betrayed 
him, and he was immediately hanged as a spy, 
| without even the form of a trial. i had supposed 
| that at that time there were no Tories in Connec- 
ticut, but it seems there was one malignant enough 
| to betray a friend and relative. Thus perished 
Nathan Hale, in the morning of life, and at the 
| commencing of a career promising so much glory 
to himself and so much advantage to his country; 
| thus perished Nathan Hale, and lamenting that 
he had but one life to lose for his country. 

I also hold a document, which I offer to accom- 
pany these petitions. It has no particular refer- 
ence to the case of Captain Hale, except so far ar 
it goes to show the general Whig spirit which at 
that early period prevailed in Connecticut, and 
which, no doubt, contributed to inspire in the 
breast of this noble youth that ardent love of 
liberty, and that daring patriotism, which led him 
| into the field of danger, and inscribed his name 
on the list of the first martyrs in that glorious 
struggle. 

This document consists of copies of sundry acts 

Feat of the 
Colony, passed in May and June, 1776, which 
prove that before the dest motion for independ- 
/ence was madesin Congress, the Colony of Con- 
necticut had virtually separated itself from the 
dominion and authority of the British Crown. 

One is an act repealing the law in relation to 
high treason, by conspiring against the life or 
‘authority of the British monarch. The other 
changes the forms of all legal proceedings, direct- 
ing that the name of his majesty be no longer 
used in any writ or other civil process. The 
third is a resolution instructing the delegates of 
the Colony in Congress to propose the independ- 
ence of the several Colonies, and the establish- 
ment of a confederation among the Colonies. This 
was adopted in June; and, it would seem, before 
the subject had been brought before Congress. 
That, in the adoption of these resolutions, Con- 
necticut was in advance of some of the other Col- 
onies, I would by no means assert; for I believe 
some of them had adopted similar resolutions, 
but none, I presume, had gone further or taken 
a more bold and decided stand. 

I do not find these resolutions, or any reference 
to them, on the Journals of the old Congress; nor 








'\do I find any resolutions or instructions from 


American freemen was shed in the streets of Lex- | 


| ington, abandoned his home, his studies, and all 
_ the prospects of peaceful pursuits, and repaired 
to the scene of danger. 
The first intelligence of these events was re- 
ceived in the towns on the eastern border of Con- 
necticut on Saturday; and General Putnam re- 


+ ceived the news when plowing in his field. This 


American Cincinnatus immediately left his work, 
| and repaired to Boston, leaving his plow in the 


| long to the histo 


any of the Colonies, except that, on the 27th of 
May, 1776, it is entered on the Journal, that in- 

| structions to the delegates of those States were 
presented from Virginia and North Carolina, 
which probably related to the question of inde- 
pendence. The instructions are not entered on 
the Journal. 

As these acts and resolutions are short, I move 
that they be read; and they should be preserved 
in the archives of this Government, as they be- 

of the Union. Perhaps we 
may catch some of the Whig spirit of ’76. Sir, 
the Whigs of that day did not fear toarm; when 
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their liberties were invaded, they did not count 
the cost of defending them. They met the crisis 
like men worthy to be free, and staked upon its 
issue their lives, their fortunes, and everything 
dear to man this side the grave. 

The petitioners do not come here to ask of Con- 
gress to honor the memory of a distinguished 
son of Connecticut because the State is unwilling 
and unable to do it, but because they believe it 
belongs to Congress. He was not in the service 
of the State; he was not defending his native 
soil; he was in the service of the country, and 
in that service periled and lost his life. The 
State has erected a monument in honor of those 
brave men who were massacred on the heights of 
Groton, after a most gallant defense. 

I move the reading of the petition and docu- 
ment, and that they be referred. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SUFFERERS IN FLORIDA. 

The joint resolution from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause rations from the public 
stores to be delivered to the sufferers in Florida 
who have been driven from their homes by the 
Indian hostilities, was read the first time, and or- 
dered-to a second reading; and, 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, and by unani- 
mous consent, the resolution was then passed 
through its second and third readings, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House were sev- 
erally read twice, and referred to appropriate com- | 
mittees: 

A bill for the relief of James Tilford; 

A bill for the relief of Pierce and Van Voorhees; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Cooper; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas F’. Townsley; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Franzoniand 
Jardella. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 
William Findlay; 

A bill for the relief of Marinus W. Gilbert; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Hardesty; 


eration of the same, and that it be referred to the 


1 
| 


Department of State; which motion wasagreed to, | 


Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to which had been referred the memorial | 
of sundry hardware merchants of Philadelphia, | 


° x ° . 
praying for the repeal of certain provisoes in the 


tariff act of 1830, in relation to the duties on hard- | 


ware, reported a bill for that purpose; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which the same had been re- 
ferred, reported unfavorably on the petition of 
Everand Mead and Ephraim Whitaker. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill to estab- | 


lish the territorial government of Wisconsin, re- 
ported the same with amendments; which were 
read. 
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 

Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate any information that 


may be in his possession relating to the origin and causes of | 


the existing war in Florida with the Seminole Indians; and, | 


also, any other intelligence in relation to the same that he 
may have it in his power to give, and may think useful to 
impart. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


The special order of the day, being the bill to 
regulate the deposits of the public moneys, was 
announced by the Chair, when, 


On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, it was post- 


poned till to-morrow, and the Senate took up the | 


| resolution submitted by Mr. Benton for appro- | 
priating the surplus revenue to the national de- 


A bill for the relief of David Bartlett; | 


‘ A bill for the relief of William Baker, of New 
ork. | 
A bill for the relief of Doctor William Baker, 

of the District of Columbia; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Whitney; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Dodge; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan R. Tatum; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Stickney; 

A bill for the relief of John McDonnell; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Knowles, Sr.5 

A bill for the relief of John Poflock; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Homans; 

A bill for the relief of Owen Rice and others, 
representatives of Jacob Eyerly; 

A bill for the relief of Lieutenant Washington 
Seawell; 

A bill for the relief of Russ and Roach; 

A bill for the relief of Jane Taylor and child. 
ren; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 
Willie Blount; 

A bill for the relief of Laurentius M. Eiler; 

A bill for the relief of Moses Bliss; 

A bill for the relief of David S. Campbell; 

A bill for the relief of Saunders and Rutnam; 

A bill for the relief of the executors of Charles 
Wilkins; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Chittenden; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob B. Gilbert; 

A bill for the relief of Jocl Sartain; and 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas Beauchim; 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of Christopher T. Ealy, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which the same had been refer- 
red, reported, with amendments, the bill for the | 
relief of Duncan S. Clinch, which were read. 





fense. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, who had the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate until a late hour, when, with- | 
out concluding, he gave way to 


Mr. CLAYTON, on whose motion the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 1, 1836. 


The House 


roceeded to the consideration of 
the unfinishe 


business of last Monday, being 


the question of the reception of a petition pre- | 


sented by Mr. Cusutne, of Massachusetts, pray- 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ing the abolition of slavery and the slave trade | 


| in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. HAMMOND (who was entitled to the | 


floor) addressed the House. 


He said that when | 


he had made the motion for the preliminary | 
question of reception, it was done with the hope | 


and expectation that the question might have 


been taken without debate; but from what had | 
taken place on last petition day it must be obvi- | 


ous that debate was inevitable. 


When the gen- 


tleman from Massachusetts presented his peti- | 


tions, he prefaced them with an argument, and it || 


was evident that there would be no more aboli- | 
tion petitions presented, unless accompanied by | 
a preliminary speech; and he thought it would 


facilitate business by saying all that they had to 
say atonce. The gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Cusnine,]} had enlarged upon the constitu- 


tional right of petition; and he concurred in the 


gentleman’s views on that point. He said it was 
not his object to argue against the right of the 

eople to assemble and petition Congress. They 
fad assembled, and their petitions had been pre- 
sented, and the House was in full possession of 
their contents. 


'duty. The House can refuse to receive them; 


|| can receive and report upon them, or can la 


them on the table. They can do either of the 
three without infringing upon the sacred right of 
petition. If they receive them, however, they 
would become a part of the records of the House; 
and he therefore called upon the House to refuse 
to receive and enrol them. He did so because 


| he believed the petitioners asked Congress to do 


On motion by Mr. KING, of Georgia, the Com- | 


mittee on Foreign Relations, to which had been 
referred the petition of Jannet Taylor, niece and | 


| 
| 


heir of Commodore Paul Jones, moved that the || 


committee be discharged from the further consid- | 


what was unconstitutional. There was no dif- 


ference between taking from the southern people | 


their slaves, and taking from them their property. 
The Constitution guarantied to them both their 
property and their slaves; ana if it had not done 
so, the Constitution never could have been adopt- 
ed; if it had even been avowed, that it was the 


The petitioners had done their | 
duty, and it devolved upon the House to do its | 
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object to abolish slavery in the District, it could 
not have been adopted. 

Even supposing the spirit of the Constitution 
to be dead, Mr. H. could not perceive how gen- 
tlemen could distort the meaning of legislation, 
so as to give Congress the power to abolish sla- 
very in the District of Columbia. Legislation 
was intended to protect property, not to destroy 
it; to protect life and liberty, and not to destroy 
them. It wasa palpable usurpation to take away 
any one of these. He objected to the reception 
of these petitions, because they were not only 
dangerous to the interests of the people he repre- 
sented, but ruinous to all the interests of the Con- 
federacy. It had been said by some on that floor, 
that there were but very few Abolitionists at the 
North; and others had said that the excitement 
was tremendous. But to show the House that 
there were considerable numbers of them there, 
he would exhibit some of the pamphlets and tracts 
which he had been honored with, by those soci- 
eties in the northern States. It would be recol- 
lected that there had been but one day on which 
those petitions were presented to the House, and 
on that day their numbers amounted to fifty-eight, 
signed by some six or eight thousand individuals. 
There were at the present time, he believed, about 
three hundred and fifty societies in the northern 
States, and all these societies had sprung up since 
1832. 

Mr. H. here exhibited various documents of 

the anti-slavery societies, such as newspapers, 
tracts, pamphlets, almanacs, school books, prints, 
&e., showing that they must at least be possessed 
of considerable wealth, if not of great numbers. 
He said it was apparent, from one of the extracts 
which he read, ae it was the intention of the 
Abolitionists to connect themselves with some 
yolitical party; but he did not charge them with 
me connected with any political party in that 
House. His colleague (he said) Krad been at- 
tacked for saying that Dr. Channing had been 
slaying a second part to an Irish demagogue; but 
he would say more: he would say that he played 
a second part to Dr. Coxe, Arthur Tappan, and 
the notorious Thompson, in calumniating the 
southern people, and in such temper as was un- 
worthy of a gentleman and a divine. He begged 
pardon for using strong language, but when he, 
in common with the southern people, had been 
attacked and slandered, he must express the just 
indignation of an honest heart. Slavery (he said) 
might be an evil, but it was an evil which the 
southern people were willing to endure. With- 
out it their lands would be useless. They could 
not till them to any extent, nor with any profit, 
by any other labor than slave labor. 

Sut Congress had no right to legislate on the 
subject of slavery; and if ever the Government 
dared to take it up and act on it, there would be 
acivil war. Ifeverthe proposition should come 
into that House, while he was there, he would 
not even remain to record his vote on it, but would 
go home and preach and practice disunion. He 
contended that the slaves were as happy and as 
contented a pore as were upon earth, if left 
alone; they had everything to make them so; 
they had light work; were, generally speaking, 
well fed—far better than a large majority of the 
operatives of England. He did not know how 
they would compare with the operatives of the 
North; but they had a plenty; and they wereina 
better situation than they could be in their own 
country, even if they were sent there. 

It had been said that families were separated 
and sold, and sent to distant places; but it was a 
mere flourish, and no truth in it. No southern 
man, who had any regard for his reputation, 
would dare to separate man and wife, except by 
consent of themselves, or unless he was forced 
to it from necessity; if he did, he would be truly 
disgraced; and the same might be said with regard 
to the separation of parents and children. He 
did not believe that there was half the amount of 
separation of the southern slaves, that there was 
of the northern and eastern people by emigration 
to the western States. Butsuppose the southern 
people would agree to emancipate their slaves, 
what would be the result? For that he would 
refer the House to an account of a free colony in 
Brown county, Ohio; which was read, and was 
substantially, that their land, which had been 
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bought for them, was in a 8 bad state of cul- 
tivation; the timber stripped off of it; their houses 
in a miserable condition, and that they were des- 
titute of everything like the comforts of life. He 
would ask another class of Abolitionists whether 
they could reconcile it to their consciences to see 
the negroes of the South or of the North aspir- 
ing to seats on that floor? Would they wish to 
see a black man occupying the Speaker’s chair; 
or to see some Othello who might be gifted with 
genius, grasping at the presidential chair? Would 
they wish to see such a picture? 

Mr. H. said that wpon the subject of abolition 
the people of the southern States were united as 
one man, and were prepared when the attack 
should be made to roll back the tide. Ifhe was 
called upon to know what he desired, his answer 
would be to suppress the abolition societies and 
stop the crusade which was going on. Did free- 
dom of speech or freedom of the press allow of 
licentiousness ? If a man in New York were to 
say of his neighbor what those papers say of the 
southern people, would he not be indicted as a 
slanderer ? Kind if he wrote the slanders would 
he not be indicted asa libeler? Then are not the 

-ople of the South entitled to the same protection? 

hat had been established as a point of inter- 
national law. When Bonaparte called upon Eng- 
land to suppress the slanders which were in- 
serted in the English press, what did she do? 
She indicted one of her editors, because he had 
abused her greatest enemy. Then are not the 
people of the South entitled to the same protecuon 
which was give to the Corsican usurper. 

The southern people, however, were prepared 
to mect the crisis when it should come; and all 
he asked was simply that the subject should be 
kept out of the halls of Congress; he wished that 
place to be a sanctuary of peace. He wished to 
sit there and do the an of his constituents, 
without being subject to the odious and insulting 
language held by some of the Abolitionists. He 
thought it the wisest and safest plan not to re- 
ceive those petitions, so that they might not be 
scandalized in their own halls of legislation; and 
that he thought would not be evading any right 
either human or divine. 

Mr. HOLSEY then moved to lay the motion 
under consideration on the table; which was 
agreed to. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to sus- 


pend the rules, so as to lay aside the other aboli- | 


tion petitions, and to commence with the call for 
petitions and memorials with the Territories, and 
reverse the usual order. He said the Elouse would 
never reach the western States, if all these aboli- 
tion petitions were to be discussed. 

Mr. MILLER called for the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered; and the question being then 
taken by tellers, was decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 115, noes 50. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
proceeded with the call for petiuons and memor- 
ius. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 

Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas; 

Mr. JONES, of Michigan; 

Messrs. HARRISON and ASHLEY, of Mis- 
souri; 

{ Mr. Harrtson presented the petition of Alfred 
George, praying compensation for a horse lost in 
service during the difficulties with the Indians in 
1832; the petition of sundry citizens praying for 


Greene, and Barry, to Little Rock, in Arkansas 
Territory; the petiiion of sundry citizens, pray- 
ing for a mail route from Fulton, Callaway county, 
Missouri, to Paris, Monroe county. 


Messrs. LAWLER and LYON, of Alabama; 


Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and MAY, of | 


Hlinois; 


Legislature of Illinois, 
engineers of the United States corps may 


ap- 


pointed to make a survey of the Great Wabash | 


river, to ascertain the probable amount that will 


be necessary to remove the obstructions to the | 
navigation of said river, and asking a donation in | 


land to aid in said improvement; which, on his 
motion, was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. } 
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Mr. Reynotps presented a petition for a post || duce it. But, sir, let the whole subject go to the 


' gentlemen of 
| whose integrity heretofore not one shadow of | 
| suspicion has ever rested, and who come here, not 
a mail route from Jefferson City, in Missouri, || 
through the counties of Morgan, Benton, Polk, | 


route from Paducah, in Kentucky, by Fort Mas- | 
sacre, to Frankfort, in Illinois; a petition for a | 
post route from Carlinville to Carrollton, in Illi- |, 
_nois; a memorial from the General Assembly of 


the State of Illinois, praying Congress to estab- 
lish a commercial hospital at or near the mouth 
of the Ohio; the petition of the Rev. Dr. Black- 


burn, praying for the purchase of a section of | 


land for a seminary of learning, in the county of 
Macupin, Llinois; the petition of James McRob- 
erts, Esc .» of Monroe county, Illinois, praying a 
grant of land, under the true construction of the 
acts of Congress, for an improvement right; the 
petition of Mr. Robert Seybold, of Madison 
county, Illinois, praying a grant of land for his 
residence in the Illinois country, prior to the year 
1783; and the memorial of the General Assembly 
of the State of Illinois, praying pensions to be 
given to all soldiers that served in the army prior 
to the year 1795; which, on motion by Mr. R., 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. May presented a number of petitions, 
praying for the establishment of additional mail 


routes in Illinois; also, the petition of a number | 


of the inhabitants of Peoria, Fulton, and Putnam 


asking that a corps of United States engineers be 
detailed to make a survey of the Illinois river, 
and an estimate of the expense necessary to 
remove the obstructions to the navigation of said 
river. ] 


Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi, said, that | 


he held in his hand two papers, of some import- 
ance to the country generally. One was a 


memorial from certain Mingoes of the Choctaw || 


nation, remaining in the limits of the State of 
Mississippi, praying a grant of unappropriated 
lands in lieu of those to which they say they 
were entitled, under the fourteenth article of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and of which they 
declare they have been unjustly deprived. 


The other was a memorial or remonstrance of a | 


numerous and respectable portion of his constit- 


uents, against the validity of these claims, de- | 


nouncing the whole proceeding as fraudulent, and 
calling on Congress to protect them in their settle- 
mentand rights, and the country against the most 
stupendous fraud that was ever set on foot. 

I will not now, sir, pronounce any opinion on 
the validity of these claims. Ata proper time I 
shall consider it my duty and my privilege to do 
so. Il understand that additional memorials and 
statements of facts are now being prepared on 
both sides, and will shortly be.submitted. IL wish 
the whole subject to go before the appropriate 


/committee, and must respectfully ask the House 


not to prejudge the case, Let there be no ex parte 
statements—no wholesale denunciations of fraud. 
Let justice be done to all parties. It is a matter 
in which we feel a common interest. Whether 


we consider the magnitude of the claim, the-re- | 
| spectability of the parties, or the deep, absorbing | 


interest felt in the State of Mississippi, the sub- 
ject is alike worthy of a fall and fair investiga- 
tion. 
their agents and assignees, citizens of different 
States, of every political party, and many of them 

the highest respectability, upon 


shrinking from, but, as they say, seeking investi- 
gation. On the other side are many of the settlers 
of the State of Mississippi—a valuable class of 


/ men, entitled to the highest credit, and claiming 


justice at your hands. I acknowledge, sir, that 


| have buta limited acquaintance with the subject. 


_Leandidly confess, however, to the House, that | LAP, CARTER, and the SPEAKER, of Ten- 


if | have any prepossession, any prejudice, any 


. ~s 3 | conviction in the matter, it is against these claims. 
{Mr. Casey introduced a joint resolution of the | 


raying that oy ts 


Whether just or unjust, if they be confirmed, the 
fairest portion of Mississippi will be desolated; 
the stability of property will be shaken; the tide 
of eee will be rolled back; and hundreds 
of my _ best constituents—the men who support 
their Government in peace, and fight its battles 
in war—will be driven from their homes to other 
and distant lands. Mr. C. said he could not con- 


template such a result without the deepest regret, 
and he could not sanction any step going to pro- 


OBE. 


that the subject-matter wi 
tially investigated. 
would be referred and printed. 


| Claims. 
mail route from Rockville,in Park county, by the 


|| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
counties, praying for the establishment of an | 
additional land office at Peoria, Illinois; also, a | 
joint resolution of the Legislature of Illinois, | 


On one side are these Choctaw claimants, | 
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Committee on Indian Affairs—a committee whose 
ability and experience, aided by its distinguished 


chairman [Be.t,]furnisha pesannees to the House 
ll be ably and impar- 
Mr. C. hoped the memorials 


Mr. VINTON moved that these memorials 
be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE rejoined, and urged the pro- 
priety of the reference to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. ’ 

The question was put; and the House decided 
to refer them to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Messrs. HANNEGAN,KINNARD,DAVIS, 
McCARTY, and CARR, of Indiana. 

[Mr. Hanneaan presented the petition of Zeb- 
ulon Sheets, asking relief from the effects of a 
mistake in the entry of certain lands; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
A petition for the establishment of a 


Narrows of Sugar creek, and Jacksonville, to 
Hillsborough; which was referred to the Com- 
A me- 
morial from the President and Directors of the 
Michigan City and Kankakee Railroad Company; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. A petition asking an appropriation for the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of the St. 


Joseph, on Lake Michigan; which was referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Kinnarp presented the petition of Aaron 
Stout, a soldier of the late war, praying to be 
allowed bounty land. Also, the petition of citi- 
zens of Miami and Fulton counties, in the State 
of Indiana, for the establishment of a post route 
from Peru to Chippeway.] 


|, Messrs. JOHNSON, GARLAND, and RIP- 
|| LEY, of Louisiana; 


| Messrs. THOMSON, STORER, PATTER- 
| SON, JONES, KENNON, CRANE, SLOANE, 
/HAMER, McLENE, WEBSTER, MASON, 

VINTON, BOND, KILGORE, and WHIT- 
TLESEY, of Ohio. 

[Mr. Storer presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting in Cincinnati, deprecating the 
course of the Abolitionists; which hes moved be 
received, and read. 

Mr. Hammonp opposed the reception of the 
proceedings. He should object to any inter- 
ference on this subject, whether in favor of, or in 
opposition to, the abolition of slavery. 

Mr. Wittiams, of Kentucky, moved to lay 
the preliminary question of reception on the 
table; which was agreed to.] 

| Messrs. Jones and Kitcore of Ohio presented 
petitions praying the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia; the recep- 
tion of which was objected to, and the prelimi- 
nary questierrof reeeption was laid on the table. 

. Mr. Parrerson presented the petition of the 
Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad Company, 
| praying for preémption rights on certain lands in 
| the State of Ohio; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; also, petitions for a mail 
route from Paris, in Richland county, by Gam- 
ble’s Mills, Martin’s Mills, and Lexington, to 
Frederick, in Knox county, Ohio. 

Mr. Hamer presented petitions from citizens 
of Ohio, praying for a branch of the national road 
to run from Columbus, Ohio, to Frankfort, Ken- 
tucky; also, remonstrances against any change 
in the mail route from Zanesville, Ohio, to Mays- 
ville, Kentucky; also, a resolution asking the 

establishment of a post route from Winchester to 
| West Union, in Adams county, Ohio. 


| Messrs. PEYTON, STANDEFER, DUN- 


| nessee; 


HAWES, ALLAN, UNDERWOOD, JOHN- 
SON, WHITE, BOYD, FRENCH,and CHAM - 
| BERS, of ers 

Mr. CLEVELAND, of Georgia; 

Mr. HAMMOND, of South Carolina; 

Messrs. SHEPARD, McKAY, BYNUM, and 
PETTIGREW, of North Carolina. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


On motion by Mr. BOON, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Messrs. WILLIAMS, CALHOON,GRAVES, 
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Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing @ post roa’ rrom Evansville, via Diamond 
Island, to Mount Vernon, Indiana ; also, teinquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from New Harmony, 
via Cynthiana, to Evansville, Indiana. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Richmond, Madison county, 
Kentucky, to London, Laurel county, Kentucky, and post 
offices on said route ; also to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Perry Court-house to Russell 
Court-house, Virginia, and post offiecs on said route. 


On motion by Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing the 
name of Hugh McBrayer, of Kentucky, a soldier of the 
Revolution, on the pension list. 


On motion by Mr. HARDIN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
half pay, and the bounty land promised by Virginia, to the 
heirs and representatives of John Roberts, a lieutenant in 
the Virginia State iine, and who continued in the service to 
the end of the revolutionary war. 


On motion by Mr. McCARTY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes in Indiana, to wit: 

From Richmond, by Newport and Winchester, to Fort 
Wayne; from Connersville, by Harrisburg, Louisville, and 
Newcastle, to Muncytown ; from Fairfield, by West Union, 
Columbia, 4nd Danville,to Rushville; from Fort Wayne, by 
McCormick’s and Noblesville, to Indianapolis; and from 
Toledo, by Mungoquinon, South Bend, and Laporte, to 
Ottawa, in Illinois; and, also, from Grant Court-house to 
Legrass. 


On motion by Mr. HAWES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of establishing ports of entry at Bowling 
Green and Morgantown, in the State of Kentucky. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTSMAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from the town of Jackson, Madi- 
son county, by Trenton, Gibson county, to Troy, in Obion 
county, Tennessee, and to Mills’ Point, in Kentucky. 


On motion by Mr. LUKE LEA, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a post route from Marysville, in the county 


of Biount, and State of Tennessee, by way of Montvail | 


Springs, to Hugh Gormley’s, on the Tennessee river, in 
Monroe county. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 


ing the pension of Major William Smith, a soldier of the | 
revolutionary war, who now receives a pension as a private, | 
but who served in the said war in the various capacities of | 


private, ensign, lieutenant, and captain. 

On motion by Mr. FORESTER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims inquire into 
the expediency of paying the widow of Andrew Stewart, 
deceased, five years’ half pay. 

On motion by Mr. HAMER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Winchester to West Union, 
in Adams county, Ohio. 

On motion by Mr. KILGORE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Massillon, in Ohio, to Canal 
Dover, in the same State. 


On motion by Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Louisia, in Lawrence county, 
Kentucky, to West Liberty,in Morgan county, of the same 


State ; and, also, into the propriety of establishing a post | 


office on said route, on Big Plain. 


On motion by Mr. MAURY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Williamsport, in Maury 
county, by the way of True’s store and Snow Creek, to 
Franklin, in Williamson county, Tennessee. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing interest 
On the amount of a claim granted to the legal representa- 
tives of James Brown, deceased, by an act of Congress of 
the 30th June, 1834. 


On motion by Mr. STANDEFER, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a 


post route from Dallas, Tennessee, passing through Look- 
out and Wile’s Valleys, to Ashvilje, Alabama. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 


it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 


THE C 
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| be instrweted to inquire into the propriety of allowing to 

, John Emerson interest upon his commutation pay asa rev- 
olutionary officer; and that the First Auditor be required 


to furnish said committee with a copy of all the papers on || 
| file in his office in the case on application of said Emerson | 


| for commutation pay. 
On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 

| instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing each 

of the mints of the United States to make a legal gold coin, 
of the value of one dollar. 


On motion by Mr. GRAYSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Pocotaligo, South Carolina, 
by the way of Hickory Hill, to the Augusta road, and a post 
office at Hickory Hill. ; 


On motion by Mr. OWENS, it was 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
| inquire into the expediency of annexing a salary to, and 
increasing the fees of the office of marshal of the district of 
Georgia. 


On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a mail route from Morgantown, in Burke 
county, North Carolina, up John’s river, to John Most’s, 
on Watauga, in Ashe county. 


On motion by Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 


| Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing a salary to the dis- 
trict attorney, and also to the United States marshals, for 
South Carolina. 


inquire into the expediency of erecting a court-house in 
Charleston. South Carolina, or of making some other pro- 


| 
| On motion by Mr. GRANTLAND, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post road from Centerville, or Turner’s store, 
in Wilkes county, by the way of Wright’s store, on the 
Skullshoal road ; thence by the Bowling Green, John M. 


in the State of Georgia. 


|| it was 

Resolved, That the declaration of Barnaby Haley, made 
for a pension, under the act of June 7, 1832, and rejected 
by the Commissioner of Pensions, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, with instructions to in- 
quire into the expediency of passing a special act for the 
|| benefit of said Haley, allowing and giving him a pension. 


'| ‘On motion by Mr. FORESTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of placing James Francher, 
of ‘Tennessee, on the pension roll. 


On motion by Mr. MAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expedieney of making an appropriation 
|, for the payment of Captain Pearcer’s company of mounted 

volunteers, who were called into service during the late 

| Indian disturbances in [linois, and who were not paid. 


On motion by Mr. CARTER, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 





| mail route from Leesburg, in Washington county, Tennes- 
see, via Newmansville,in Greene county, to Rogersville, 
in Hawkins county. 


On motion by Mr. LYON, it was 


Resolved, That the communication from the President of 
| the United States to Congress, under date of the 6th of Febru- 
| ary, 1835, together with the accompanying documents, con- 


| the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choc- 
taws, and printed with document No. 138, be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


1 On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 
| it_was 
| 


| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 


| 
| tablishing a mail route from Richmond, Kentucky, passing 
Slaughter’s salt works, Mount Vernon, to Somerset,Pulaski 


|| county, Kentucky. 


|| Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 


L. GLOBE. 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to || 


vision for the accommodation of the Federal court in that | 
|| State. 


Coxe’s store, and Poullan’s bridge, to Salem, Clark county, | 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 


| Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a | 


| taining the evidence of certain claims to reservations under | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
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from Monroe, Tennessee, by Jamestown, to Monticello, 
Kentucky, and from Monroe, Tennessee, by Locust Shade, 
|| to Burksville, Kentucky, and from Burksville to Gainsho- 
rough, Tennessee, be also referred to the same committee. 


On motion by Mr. MUHLENBERG, the House 
then (at four o’clock) adjourned. 











IN SENATE, 
Tvespar, February 2, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, transmitting the annual list of 
the officers and other persons employed in the 

, Indian departments. 

| Also,a report from the same Department, made 
| in obedience to the first section of the act of March, 

| 1803, containing abstracts of the general returns 

_ of the militia of the United States, with their arms 

| and equipments, for the year 1536. 


| MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC. 


| Mr. SOUTHARD presented a communication 
from the Governor of the State of New Jersey, 
inclosing certain resolutions of the Legislature of 
that State, instructing their Senators in Congress 
to vote for expunging from the Journal of the 
\| Senate the reqotulion of the 28th of March, 1834, 
\| declaring that the President, in the late executive 
| proceeding in relation to the removal of the pub- 
lie deposits from the Bank of the United States, 
had assumed powers not warranted by law; and, 
also, instructing them to vote against the renewal 
of the charter of the Bank of the United States, or 
| any similar bank; and further requesting them to 
resign their seats in the Senate of the United States, 
in case they should not think proper to vote as 
above directed. 

The resolutions were read and Jaid on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the 
Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 
delphia, stating that the city of Philadelphia, under 
the will of the late Stephen Girard, have an in- 
terest in certain lands in the State of Lowisiana, 
the title to which is derived through the Baron 
Bastrop; that doubts have been suggested in re- 
gard to the validity of said title; and praying for 
the passage of a law confirming the same or pro- 
viding for the legal adjudication thereof; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented the memorial 
of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for an appro- 
priation for the construction of a bridge across 
the Ohio, near Wheeling; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petitions of John 
|| A. Rogers and of William Thorp; which were 
| referred, the first to the Committee on Pensions, 
the second to the Committee on Milifary Affairs. 

Mr. TYLER presented the petition of John 
Good, praying remuneration for damages sus- 
tained by him in ery: nen of the passage of 
the Cumberland road through his land; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
| Canals. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Jo- 
sette Baubier; which was jeliavel to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented the petition of 
Brevet Major J. 8. MelIntosh; of the United 
States Army; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

‘|| Mr. TALLMAN presented the petition of 
Thomas Harrison, praying for increase of pen- 
sion; which was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of the 
yearly meeting of the Society of Friends, held in 
the city of New York, for Vermont, and parts of 
the States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 


| 





| 

































































I} tending the mail route to Monticello, in the State of Ken- 
|| tucky, (which now passes from Monroe, in Overton county, 
to Jamestown, in Fentress county,in the State of Tennes- 
where it now stops,) passing Abraham Vinwinkle’s. 

esolved, That tie Committee on the Post Office and Post 
i] Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
1 tablishing a post route, leaving the present route, leading 
|| from Barboursville, in the county of Knox, Kentucky, to 
Williamsburg, in Whitley county, at Major Charles Rock- 
hold’s; thence by the mouth of Laurel river, the Stone coal 
‘| mines, Somerset, Mount Vernon, and Siaughter’s salt 
|| works, to Richmond, in Madison county, Kentacky; and 
|| that the petitions and papers referred at the last session of ] 
| 


York, and New Jersey, praying Congress to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia; the 
petition having been read, 

Mr. CALHOUN demanded the 
question on the reception of the 

Mr. CUTHBERT moved to lay the question 
on the table. There was no room, he said, to 
give reasons for a motion of this kind; but it was 
evident that they must decide on some course 
with regard to these petitions. The state of 
things required that some decision should be 
made. He hoped that the question would, for 
the present, be laid on the table. 

This motion was agreed to. 


OR 


reliminary 
tition. 


|| Congress to said committee, in relation to so much of said 
contemplated route as lies between Rickmond, in Madison | 
county, and Somerset, in Pulaski county, be again referred 
|| tosaid committee; and that the petitions and papers referred 
i| to said commitee, at the last session, relating to post routes | 
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Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of the State of Delaware, praying 
that New Castle may be made a port of entry. 

Mr. KING, of eee presented a commu- 
nication from the Mayor of the city of Mobile, 
inclosing certain resolutions of the City Councils 
of that city, expressing their sympathy for their 
fellow-citizens who have suffered by the late ca- 
Jamitous fire in the city of New York, and asking 
Congress to extend to the sufferers some relief; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which had been referred the 

etition of the legal representatives of George 

Luribert, deceased, and the petition of the widow 
and heirs of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased, re- 
ported bills for their relief; which were severally 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LEIGH, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the petition of the heirs 
of Colonel! William Douglass, deceased, reported 
a bill for their relief; which was also read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred 
the memorial of the various corporations in the 
District of Columbia, asking pecuniary relief, 
made a report accompanied by a bill for their re- 
lief; which was ye and ordered to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 


Roads and Canals, reported, with amendments, | 


the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road, in Missouri; which was read. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. GOLDSBOROUGH gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to bring ina bill pro- 
viding for the payment to certain States of tele 
claims for interest on their advances during the 
late war. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; 
which lie on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes; from Columbia, via 
Rochetort, Boonville, Jonesboro’, and Lexington, to Inde- 
pendence, Missouri ; 

From Fayette to Boonville ; 

From Liberty to Fort Leavenworth; and from Liberty to 
Plattsburgh, Clinton county. 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted onthe 7th of De- 
cember last, admitting certain public officers of the United 
States, and others, to the floor of the Senate, as spectators, 
be further amended by inserting the Inspectors General, 
the Adjutant General, the Chiet of the Ordnance Depart- 


ment, the Surgeon General, and the head of the Indian | 


Bureau. 2 


Mr. SOUTHARD submitted the following res- | 


olution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the Senate: 

1. The present amount of the Navy hospital fund. 

2. The average annual receipts for that fund, in the pres- 
ent condition and extent of the Navy. 

3. The number, situation, and extent of the Navy hospital 
establishments, and the quantity of land connected with 
each of them. 

4. The amount which will be required to complcte the 
Naval Asylum at Philadelphia, and the hospitals at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, New York, Norfolk, and Pensacola; 
together with the necessary and proper improvements of 
the grounds connected with each of them. 

5. The time within which those hospitals, establishments, 
and the necessary appendages thereto, and the improve- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


'| Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a | The SPEAKER agnounced that the hour set 





post route from Louisburg, North Carolina, by Lemay’s 


Cross Roads, Wilson Mebane’s store,Wellborne’s meeting- || 
house, Red Mountain, and Turney Mills, to Hillsboro’, in || 


said State. | 


Mr. SOUTHARD submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be collected, arranged, and 
rinted the documents connected with the cession of the 
Jistrict of Columbia to the United States; the purchase of 
the lands therein by the Government from the original pro- 


prietors; the adoption and execution of the plan of the city || 


of Washington, and the erection of the public buildings | 
therein ; the laws passed by Congress in relation to said | 
District; and all such papers of a public character as relate 
to a connection of said District with the Government of the 
United States. 

The resolution lying on the table, submitted by 
Mr. Tyrer, on the subject of the petitions for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, came up in its order; and, on motion of Mr. 
Tyer, was laid on the table, in order to allow 
Mr. Bucuanan, who had the floor on Mr. Ben- 
TON’s resolution, an opportunity of continuing 
his remarks; Mr. Tyver giving notice that he 
should call up this resolution at the earliest op- 
portunity. 


The remaining resolutions lying on the table | 


were then severaily considered and agreed to. 
NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 


of the resolution introduced by Mr. Benton for 
appropriating the surplus revenue to the national 
detense. 


Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate at || 


considerable length, in continuation of his remarks 
begun yesterday. When he concluded, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN took the floor, and spoke 


until the usual hour of adjournment; when, 


On motion by Mr. MANGUM, the Senate i 


adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 2, 1836. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 


Ways and Means, reported various estimates 
from the Departments for fortifications, &c.; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. GIDEON LEE, of New 


the York, House suspended the rule for an hour, 


for the purpose of calling the States not called | 


| yesterday for petitions, with the limitation that 


| BORNE, WISE, PATTON, MERCER, and | 


meuts of the several lots on which they stand, may be coim- || 


pleted, if sufficient money tor that purpose be appropriated. 
Mr. PRESTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the communication from the President of 
the United States to Congress, under date of the 6th of 


February, 1835, together with the accompanying documents, 


containing the evidence of certain claims to reservations 


under the Ith article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choc- | 


taws, and printed with document No. 138 of the House of 
Representatives, be referred to the Committee of the Senate 
on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee ou Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing marine hos- 


pitals for sick and distressed seamen at Lewes, in the State 
of Delaware. 





Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- || 


lution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


j 
t} 


all petitions upon which any debate might arise 
should lie over. ; 

Petitions and memorials were accordingly pre- 
sented by 

Mr. DEBERRY, of North Carolina; 

Messrs. HOPKINS, MORGAN, MASON, 
LOYALL, JOHNSON, GARLAND, CLAI- 


TALIAFERRO, of Virginia; 


Messrs, WASHINGTON, HOWARD, and | 


THOMAS, of Maryland. 


{Mr. Howarp presented resolutions of the | 
| Mayor and City Councils of Baltimore; which | 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, | 
with instructions to inquire into the expediency | 


of establishing a ere in said city ] 
Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware; 
SUTHERLAND, McKENNON, 


Messrs. 


| ASH, DARLINGTON, BANKS, MUHLEN.- | 
| BERG, GALBRAITH, CHAMBERS, MANN, 


WAGENER, LAPORTE, MILLER, HEN- 
DERSON, INGERSOLL, and DENNY, of 
Pennsylvania. : 

On motion by Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, 
the petition and a of William Kellar, of 
Bedford county, Pennsylvania, an officer of the 
late war, wounded in service, on the files of the 
House, praying for an increase of his pension, 
were referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, presented an | 


abolition petition from three hundred and sixty- 


|| eightladies of the city and county of Philadelphia; | 
| which he moved be received. 
Mr. HAMMOND objected to its reception, and | 


moved to lay the preliminary motion on the table; || 


which was agreed to. 


Messrs. CAMBRELENG, MANN, BROWN, | 


McKEON, CHAPIN, PHILO C. FULLER, 
GIDEON LEE, and TURRILL, of New York. 





February 2, 








| apart for the reception of petitions had expired, 
| Mr. WHITE, of Florida, by consent,  pre- 
sented sundry petitions, which, together with the 


| foregoing, were appropriately referred. 


Mr. TURRILL presented seven petitions, 
signed by a large number of inhabitants of the 
counties of Oswego, Oneida, and Jefferson, in the 
State of New York, asking for an appropriation 
to construct a harbor at the mouth of Salmon 
river, on Lake Ontario; also, a petition for the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of the river 
St. Joseph, on Lake Michigan; a petition for the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of Eighteen 
Mile creek, in Niagara county, New York; the 

petition of Oliver Davis, for compensation for 
| services during the late war; of Satterle Clark, for 
| services during the late war; of Job J. Campbell, 
for services during the revolutionary war; and of 
Catharine Schuyler, asking compensation for the 
| services of her husband during the revolutionary 
| war. 
Mr. CHAPIN presented the petition of divers 
inhabitants of the western part of New York, 
| asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
|| the harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek, 
| on Lake Ontario. 


| 
\| NORTH CAROLINA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
|| The SPEAKER laid before the House addi- 


| 
| tional testimony in the contested election in 
| North Carolina. Referred to the Committee of 


Elections. 
RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion by Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Weston, in the county of 
Lewis, to Charleston, in the county of Kanawha, in the 
State of Virginia. 


On motion by Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of changing the time 
| of holding the United States courts for the western district 
of Virginia, at Clarksburg. 


On motion by Mr. McKIM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia inquire into the expediency of prohibiting the sale of 
lottery tickets of every description within the District of 
Columbia. 


On motion by Mr. WASHINGTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting 
a bill for the improvement of Pennsylvania avenue, by 
paving or Macadamizing, from the War Department to its 
western termination, and the erection of asubstantial stone 
bridge over Rock Creek. 


On motion by Mr. TURNER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation for the defense of Havre De Grace, in the State 
ot Maryland. 


On motion by Mr. ROBERTSON, it was 


Resolved, That the claims of the heirs or representatives 
of Benjamin Harrison, deceased, deputy paymaster of the 
southern army of the Revolution, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DICKERSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Job Daniels, of New Jersey. 


| 
i| 
| On motion by Mr. PARKER, it was 
| 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following post routes im the State of New 
|| Jersey: 
| From Princeton, through Hightstown, to Freehold. 
From Highstown, through Ewingville, Clarksburg, Hor- 
| nerstown, Cassville, Charleston, Smithfield, to Freehold, 





| and back. 
|| _ Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed toinquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Philadelphia, through Cam- 
|| den, Burlington, Highstown, and South Amboy, in New 
|| Jersey, to the city of New York. 


‘| On motion by Mr. CHAMBERS, it was 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
| limiting the term of prosecuting suits against the sureties 
| of deceased, resigned, or removed public officers, or any 
bond or other security to the United States. 


On motion by Mr. HEISTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the penal laws of the said District, so as more effectually 
to suppress the practice of gambling witlfin the same. 


On motion by Mr. POTTS, it was 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
|| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
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